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EOEA# 1 1085R DEIR Certificate 1211 5/06 

HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

The proponent should consult with the Massachusetts Historical Commission regarding 
the results of the reconnaissance survey conducted for access to Route 3 and Trotter Road. The 
proponent should work with MHC to develop measures to avoid, minimize or mitigate any 
adverse effects to any significant historic and archaeological resources identified in the area of 
project effect. The FEIR should include a summary of the results of consultation with MHC, 
described in a manner that does not disclose any sensitive archaeological site locational 
information in order to protect the sites. 

AIR QUALITY 

The FEIR should include more detailed information on the proposed Transportation 
Demand Management (TDM) program, including specific measures to mitigate air quality 
impacts as further detailed in the M;lssDEP comment letter. The FEIR should include an 
implementation plan for the TDM program to address the various phases of the project during 
development and upon completion of build-out. The FEIR should discuss how the Transportation 
Management Asssociation will be developed, who will lead it, and proposed vehicle trip 
reduction measures to be undertaken. The FEIR should provide more details on bicycle paths, 
shuttle bus funding and parking supply restrictions as well as ride-share programs and other 
incentives to reduce vehicle trips. 

The FEIR should include a more detailed plan for air quality impact minimization during 
construction activities. I a ~ ~ l a u d  the Dro~onent for its commitment to reauire emissions controls 

A A A .  

(including diesel controls) on heavy construction equipment. I refer the proponent to the EPA 
comment letter and MassDEP's diesel retrofit program for additional recommendations on air 
quality mitigation measures to incorporate in the FEIR. 

WASTE SITE CLEANUP 

The FEIR should brieflv sunimarize measures that will be im~lemented to recomize and - 
respond to unknown hazardous waste sites and cite plans (e.g. soil management plans) that 
identify specific measures to be implemented. The FEIR should supplement the discussion on 

transfer to explain cleanup requirements and level of E P A - ; ~ ~  MassDEP oversight (as 
noted by MassDEP, agency oversight does not depend on the mode of transfer). The FEIR 
should include a table that summarizes the condition and status of active cleanup sites and 
includes information on the nature of existing and proposed Activity and Use Limitations 
(AULs). The FEIR should include additional information and clarifications as requested by 
MassDEP, U.S. EPA and the MAPC:. The FEIR should provide an update on plans to deal with 
contamination at the West Gate Landfill site, which is adjacent to the South Weymouth Rail 
Station and proposed multi-modal transit station. 
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EOEA# 1 1085R DEIR Certificate 

SMART GROWTH AND SUSTAINABLE DESIGN 

General 

The DEIR included a set of Sustainable Design Guidelines, which address site planning, 
natural resource conservation, environmental protection, energy efficiency, renewable energy, 
and green building design. While I commend the proponent for its efforts in further developing 
the sustainable design elements of the project, I note that many of the guidelines are presented as 
recommendations rather than requirements. Any distinctions between "guidelines" and 
"requirements" that will be imposed on future development should be clarified in the FEIR, 
which 1 expect to include firm commitments to mitigation as further detailed below in the 
MitigationISection 61 Findings and other sections of this Certificate. 

1 strongly encourage the proponent to make commitments to seek certification under the 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) for Neighborhood Development, to 
make firm commitments to ensure that buildings are eligible for LEED certification, that eligible 
buildings are designed to meet Energy Star criteria, and that all non-residential buildings are 
required to meet specific performance targets for energy efficiency as further detailed in the EPA 
comment letter. The FEIR should include stronger binding commitments to ensure all buildings 
within the development will conserve water. 

Remlalorv Framework 

The FEIR should include a detailed assessment of the effectiveness of the Zoning Bylaws 
and Regulatory Framework to address environmental protection (including water resource 
protection, conservation and management, and wetlands protection). The assessment should 
consider the effectiveness of proposed land use controls in terms of their consistency with 
applicable regulatory requirements ;md the principles of Smart Growth, Low Impact 
Development and Sustainable Design. In response to comments from MassDEP and others, the 
FEIR should evaluate and address whether further revisions and additions to the Zoning Bylaws 
and Regulatory Framework are warranted. The FEIR should include, as an appendix, the zoning 
bylaws and land-use regulations for the proposed project (which may be included in CD format). 
Given the size and nature of the proposed project, the lengthy development timeframe, and the 
multiple parties involved, it is important that there is a clear understanding of how the stated 
goals of smart growth, LID, and other sustainable design commitments will be achieved over 
time. Inclusion of the bylaws and regulations at this stage of the review will facilitate evaluation 
and comment on this aspect of the project. The DEIR includes sustainable development 
guidelines for the project. It also notes that sustainable development regulations have been 
developed and as well as bylaws that represent the best in smart growth zoning. 1 expect that the 
FEIR will clarify commitments to Smart Growth, Low Impact Development and Sustainable 
Design and demonstrate how proponent's intention to create a model development will be 
carried forward afler the permitting and environmental review is complete. 
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EOEA# 1 1085R DEIR Certificate 12/15/06 

MITIGATION AND DRAFT SECTION 61 FINDINGS 

Additional mitigation commitments pertaining to smart growth and sustainable design 
should be incorporated in the draft Section 61 Findings. As noted in the EPA, MassDEP and 
other comment letters, it is not clear to what degree the sustainability guidelines and other 
recommendations in the DEIR will actually be required as part of the project. The FEIR should 
present design and mitigation measures, including sustainable design measures, as f im~ 
commitments or requirements to provide a greater level of assurance that impacts associated with 
the project will be adequately avoided, minimized and mitigated. 

The FEIR should include a separate chapter on mitigation and Section 61 Findings that 
includes a detailed description of all feasible measures to avoid, minimize and mitigate adverse 
effects on the environment which will be incorporated as part of the project. The Section 61 
Findings should identify parties responsible for implementation and include a schedule and cost 
estimate for mitigation measures. 

RESPONSE TO COMMENTS 

The FEIR should include copies of all comment letters received on the DEIR and respond 
to the comments received to the extent they are within MEPA jurisdiction. The proponent 
should use either an indexed response to comment format, or direct narrative response. The 
FEIR should present any additional narrative or quantitative analysis necessary to respond to the 
comments received. 

CIRCULATION 

The FEIR should be circulated to all who submitted commented on the DElR as listed 
below, to the Towns of Abington, Rockland and Weymouth, to the CAC., to any agency from 
which the proponent may require a permit or approval, and to others as required by Section 11.16 
of the MEPA regulations. A copy of the FEIR should also be made available for public review at 
the Abington, Rockland and Weymouth Public Libraries. 

December 15. 2006 
DATE 
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EOEA# 11085R DEIR Certificate 

Cornments Received 

Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts Water Resources Commission 
Mary Parsons 
Allen &Major Associates 
William Cotter 
Dominic Galluzzo 
Anne Hilbert 
Michael Zupkofska 
John Loughlin 
Massachusetts Water Resources Authority 
Town of Weymouth / Town Council 
Town of Abington Planning Board 
U.S Environmental E'rotection Agency 
South Shore Chamber of Commerce 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
Massachusetts Divislon of Fisheries & Wildlife 
Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Town of Hingham Police Department 
Councilor Arthur Mathews, Weymouth Town Council 
Perry South Shore Development 
Friends of Blue Hills 
Town of Weymouth I Mayor David Madden 
Councilor Michael Smart, Weymouth Town Council 
Rockland Open Space Committee 
Al Ferreira 
Robert Millette (3) 
David Wilmot 
Watershed Action Alliance of southeastern Massachusetts and MassAudubon 
Water Supply Citizens Advisory Committee 
Beth Sortin 
Congress for the New Urbanism New England Chapter 
Tricia Pries 
Councilor Paul Leary, Weymouth Town Council 
Metropolitan Are Planning Council 
Old Colony Planning Council 
Executive Ofice of Transportation 
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