South Shore Tri-Town Development Corporation
223 Shea Memorial Drive, South Weymouth, MA  02190
www.ssttdc.com
							            
WEYMOUTH MAYOR APPOINTS CHANDLER
TO SOUTH SHORE TRI-TOWN BOARD

(Issued May 2008) --  David Chandler, the newly appointed member of the Board of Directors of the South Shore Tri-Town Development Corp., (SSTTDC) is a  40-year resident of Weymouth who’s  been involved in town government and communal activities since 1972.

“My involvement began when a developer wanted to fill in a swamp to build houses and a group of neighbors joined together to fight it,” says Chandler. “That group became the South Weymouth Neighborhood Association and I was its first President. We lost that battle, but it was a good learning experience.”

The 1,385-acre former South Weymouth Naval Air Station, with portions in Abington, Rockland and Weymouth, is being transformed into the mixed-use community of SouthField that will consist of residential, office, retail, light manufacturing, a golf course and recreational parcels.  SSTTDC is the municipal / regulatory agency.

Chandler explains a primary reason he accepted the Board appointment from Weymouth Mayor Susan Kay: “Among the many questions the Board needs to address is how to get the new municipality going without recreating the wheel. What do we need? How do we set a tax rate? What new departments do we need and what services can be negotiated with the host communities? (Weymouth, Rockland Abington). 

Through his involvement in the Neighborhood Association, Chandler was asked to attend meetings of the town Planning Board and Board of Selectmen. The Planning Board invited him to represent them on the Conservation Commission where he spent three years. In 1980 he began a decade as an elected Town Meeting member from Precinct 15. In the early 1980s, he helped form a community-wide Fourth of July celebration committee and served for 10 years. 

Chandler was named by former Mayor David Madden as chairman of the Fire Station Building Committee and oversaw construction of two stations.  He was Vice Chairman and Acting Chairman of the High School Building Committee, which he says proudly “came in at $54 million – on schedule and $3 million under budget.”

Although Chandler didn’t win election in his first Selectman’s race in 1989, he did win in 1990 and served until 1996. During that period he convinced Susan Kay to run for a Selectman’s seat. “It was poetic justice when she called me in August 2007 and asked me to serve as her campaign manager in her Mayoral campaign. “

Chandler’s involvement in the Naval Air Station dates back to his appointment to the original Naval Air Station Planning Committee (NASPC) in 1995, where he worked on SSTTDC’s original legislation. He also served on SSTTDC’s Advisory Committee from 1999 to 2005.

In April, upon the resignation of Robert Terravecchia, Jr., one of Weymouth’s two SSTTDC Board members, Mayor Kay asked him to fill in for the remainder of Terravecchia’s term.

One of the biggest challenges, as it always has been, is traffic, Chandler says. He says the new intersections and widening of Route 18 and the planned East-West Parkway will help, but, in addition to the new residents and workers at SouthField, South Shore Hospital expansion and traffic from the new high school are bringing more vehicles. “Higher gas prices and expanded parking at the South Weymouth train station will take some cars off the road,” he says.

Chandler and his wife of 44 years, Maureen, have six children.

Other SSTTDC Board members are: James W. Lavin of Abington, Chairman;  Colin M. McPherson of Weymouth, Vice Chairman/Treasurer; and John R. Ward of Rockland, Clerk. 

For project information visit www.ssttdc.com or www.southfield.com.
-   By Stanley Hurwitz










