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The Chairman opened the meeting at 7:11pm.  

Some amendments were made to the May 3rd. minutes.

VOTED:  Motion of Joseph Shea, seconded by Jim Kinch to accept the minutes of May 3, 2006 as amended. 

Unanimous vote

Conservation of Wildlife Habitat and Rare Species 3.9

Mr. Kleiman suggested the CAC postpone the review of Conservation of Wildlife Habitat and Rare Species to the next meeting for a discussion with Ms. Lisa Standley, VHB, who would also be presenting wildlife and rare species impacts and mitigation. 

Master Plan Alternatives Analysis 4.1

Ms. Rome reviewed what was required in the MEPA Certificate for alternatives analysis:  the preferred plan, the no-build plan and reduced build plan, to find ways to modify a project to avoid or minimize impacts on the environment and to look at an alternative that wouldn’t require a variance to the Wetland Protection Act.

In the no-build plan the Navy would complete the clean-up but the economic benefits of the Plan would be lost, the mowing would stop, the opportunity to maintain a grassland habitat would be lost and buildings would remain abandoned and unsafe.

In the reduced build alternative and no variance alternative there would be no parkway and no development beyond Phase 1.  The multi modal center, other amenities and the golf course would not be built.

Ms. Rome noted that the golf course has reduced in size, in keeping with the concerns of Natural Heritage and has been designed in concert with their program.    

A disagreement ensued on referring to the project as a new “town”.  

VOTED:  Motion of Joseph Shea, seconded by Jim Clarke to change the word “Town” to “Community” in the foot note on page 4-1.

9-2-2 vote    Parsons & Bromberg opposed, Byram & Fisher abstained

Mrs. Parsons noted that alternative evaluations to the Parkway should include Union St. and White St. in Weymouth because the infrastructure is already there and there’s no reason those gates cannot be opened.  Ms. Byram inquired if Phase 1A development was considered severable and was informed in the affirmative, that it is considered a stand-alone project that does not depend on anything else from the future phases.  

Further discussion ensued on traffic concerns.  If there were no Parkway, Rte. 18 would take all the traffic. Rockland would continue to be impacted by traffic from the Musterfield area in Abington.  With the Parkway, a lot of traffic would impact neighborhoods of Abington St. and Pine St.

Change the term, regarding the parkway, from “re-establish” to “establish” an east-west connection… in section 4.4.1

Change the reference to a new “Town” to “Community” in the footnote on page 4-1

Define the actual number of vehicle trip generation per day for phase 1.

Mr. Shea inquired to what level the NAVY was cleaning the Base and was informed the Base would be cleaned to the 2005 Reuse Plan.

Golf Course Presentation – Brad Booth, Faxon & Booth

Mr. Booth summarized the work performed over the past three years to get to this point in the design and displayed several concepts integrating constraints and entitlements for smart growth, wetlands, habitats, sustainability and environmental sensitivity.  Criteria included sound golf design, construction, site constraints, shared values, topography, aesthetics, challenges, playability and arrangement of fairways, tees, greens, sand bunkers, and increased native grassland areas (based on discussions with Natural Heritage).  The Course is designed with disease resistant plantings requiring less water and fertilization.

Discussion ensued on grassland maintenance and concerns for Box Turtles nesting in the area of the 13th and 14th holes.  Mr. Kleiman noted that Natural Heritage expressed positive comments and general agreement on the latest golf course design and they will also specify the grassland maintenance schedule, to accommodate grasshopper sparrows.

Mr. Shea inquired if the Golf Course would attract sufficient clientele given the over abundance of golf courses and was informed that this top tier, full scale championship quality type of facility would not be in competition with other local courses.  Further discussion ensued on pest management, water requirements and wastewater treatment.

Solid Waste Impacts 6.12

Ms. Rome noted the solid waste generation and estimated percent recycled from Runway and Taxiway Deconstruction, and from Building Deconstruction.  Discussion ensued on managing and reducing the operational waste that would leave the Base during construction, and throughout the years.  Runway materials will be reused on the Base.  Habitat for Humanity and other similar organizations will be contacted to take building materials.  It was noted that asbestos and lead inspection has been done on all buildings slated for demolition and that the NAVY has found no PCBs.  Discussion ensued on future measures for mitigation with yard waste compost and mandatory recycle/curb side pickup, noting the potential for a “pay-as-you-throw program”.  Non-recycled materials will be taken off-site by a licensed hauler.  

Discussion ensued about a location for a recycle, education and compost center.  It was noted that golf course compost would be sited in the golf maintenance area.  It was suggested that residential yard waste be coordinated with the golf compost, and that homeowners might also want to create their own composts.  Mr. Kleiman will look further into individual home composting.  Further discussion ensued on the 2005 version of the Dept. of Environmental Protection “Beyond 2000 Solid Waste Master Plan” (based on waste reduction goals) that prohibits yard waste in landfills.

Construction Impacts and Management 6.15

Mr. Kleiman noted that a plan would be circulated to the three Host Communities, and all their comments are due in July.  Mr. Kleiman was reminded that the construction plan should be provided Hingham as well and he agreed that would be done.

Discussion ensued on concerns with multiple general contractors and the need for oversight and coordination by one person.  Weather related issues must be addressed in the Construction Management Plan.  Mrs. Parsons indicated there was constant peak traffic on Rte. 18 and inquired if construction truck trips could occur between midnight and 5am.  Mr. Kleiman stated that was not typical work time and that the goal was to schedule construction vehicle trips around the rush hour traffic.  Mr. Kelsch stated night truck traffic was a bad idea because it would add to the negative affect on the families in the area.

Include the identity of an Ombudsman in this section.

Sustainable Development  8.14

Mr. Deschanes discussed the design guidelines for the project, including sustainable site planning, natural resource conservation, environmental protection, green building design and the responsible party.

Mr. Shea noted the commuter rail station upgrade is all well and good but capacity on the trains needs to be addressed.  Mr. Kleiman indicated they are working with MBTA on the issue of trains and station upgrades, noting MBTA has long term plans to improve South Station and extend train platforms to allow more cars on trains.  MBTA has a plan with the City of Boston to move the Post Office out of South Station within 5 years.  Mr. Kleiman noted that letters of support to MBTA to increase capacity on that line would be appropriate and appreciated.

Discussion ensued on the allocated train trips, expansion funds, congressional earmarks for improvements, and avoiding the diversion of revenues to the Towns for this expansion. 

Mr. Bromberg inquired if the power generating companies had enough power for the project and was informed that National Grid is conducting a low flow analysis and has committed power to the project, which will be more efficient than most communities.

Discussion ensued on LEED analysis of typical buildings, consideration of solar power, wind turbines and LEED certifications on development and sub-developments.  The Committee agreed this is not an ordinary development and that green sustainable development must be a requirement to all end developers.

Include the consideration of green sustainable development through LEED certifications for all Developers in this section.

Agricultural Soils 8.13

The project will impact about 52 acres of prime soil in the Shea Science Park, Transit Village, Golf Course, Parkway and some residential development all for non-agricultural use.  Soils will be tested and set aside for community gardens, as allowed in the Zoning By-Laws.  The Department of Agricultural Resources (DAR) will assist by soliciting interest for weekend farmers’ markets and finding local farmers interested in acquiring some of the soil.

Other Business

Mr. Kleiman informed the CAC that a final traffic analysis is still due for review, that the DEIR will be completed by mid August and filed by mid September.   Mr. Kleiman inquired if a CAC meeting could be scheduled in August for a review of the complete document.

The Chairman indicated there would be quorum issues in August due to vacations.  Committee members agreed that a mid Sept. filing was too optimistic.  They wanted ample time to review all the transportation information because it ties a lot of things together, and it may require input from other departments from the Host Towns.

Committee members agreed they have tried to accommodate LNR, that filing by Sept. 15th was overly aggressive and the suggestion to proceed with the filing before the CAC finished their comments would be a problem that would be reflected in the tone of their comments.  Mr. Kleiman stated this did not have to be resolved tonight, there was room for compromise and he would discuss it with LNR and bring it up again at the next CAC meeting.

Public Comment

Mr. Mathews, Weymouth, suggested the CAC vote to send a letter to Secretary Prichard and the proponent, stating their intent to take the month of August off and to request a specific date for receipt of the final DEIR for their 30 day review.

Mr. Scannell, Weymouth, commended the due diligence of the CAC.  Mr. Scannell had several concerns with runways being scarified, with runways being fuel soaked, with decibel levels, high levels of wind and contaminants in the dust; gray water being used for golf course irrigation, opening all roadways for Base access and inquired how many businesses would be eliminated by the parkway.  Mr. Scannell also voiced concern that the site for a school was still located over a solvent plume.

Mr. Galluzzo, Weymouth, voiced concern with PCB contamination coming from the jet fuel dumped on the Base, turning over land from a superfund site for development and the lack of attention to contamination and wind issues.

Ms. Hilbert, Weymouth, voiced concern on who pays for MBTA new construction and that there was ash under the runways.  Ms. Hilbert also voiced concern with a lobbying issue, the CAC declared her issue was not relevant to the mission of the CAC.

Discussion ensued giving Mr. Kleiman an opportunity to inform LNR of the reaction of the CAC to the request for additional meetings in August.

VOTED:  Motion of Mary Parsons, seconded by Mike Bromberg to adhere to the original schedule and send a letter to MEPA that CAC will recess in August and will return in mid-September.

5-8 vote  Kimball, Clarke, Hughes, Shea, Kinch, Clark, Dykeman & Young opposed   

Mr. Bromberg requested that Tri-Town avoid scheduling meetings on the same nights as other Base related public meetings because the public cannot attend both meetings.

VOTED:  Motion of Bruce Hughes, seconded by Joseph Shea, to adjourn the meeting.

Unanimous vote

The meeting ended at 9:30pm

Mary Cordeiro, Recording Secretary

Charles Kimball, Chairman CAC
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