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The Chairman opened the meeting at 7:10pm, noting that he had sent letters and received responses from DEP, EPA and NAVY regarding PCB contamination and the thickness of the runways.  Copies were provided to CAC and the general public.

Discussion ensued on the need for more meetings and a consensus of the Committee agreed to two additional meetings on September 27th and October 4th at 7:00pm.

VOTED:  Motion of James Clarke, seconded by Mary Parsons, to post CAC meetings for Sept. 27th and October 4th to begin at 7:00pm.

Unanimous vote

Minutes

Corrections and amendments were made to the Minutes of July 19, 2006.

CAC members were informed that official documentation on the preferred wastewater treatment plan was included in the DEIR.

VOTED:  Motion of Arthur Mathews, seconded by Jim Clarke to approve the Minutes of July 19, 2006 as amended.

Unanimous vote

Mr. Kleiman, LNR thanked the Committee for the hard work to date, noted that the project team would be available for all the CAC meetings, that the DEIR would be filed on or about Oct. 15, 2006 and that then work would begin on the FEIR, which may be ready for CAC review in the Spring.

Traffic Analysis

Mr. Hall, Rizzo Associates, presented the modeling process, results of modeling work done by the CTPS and Rizzo’s analysis, and impacts resulting from traffic volumes generated from the Base.   The data collected from intersection and roadway link studies and future roadway improvements (Rte. 18 intersections & widening, Rte. 3 add-a-lane, Parkway, Rockland intersection improvements, Norwell improvements, etc.) were utilized in the model to forecast travel patterns in the future, including traffic operations, traffic analysis, and travel demands at full buildout on the Base (2017).  The model included future regional growth, land use projections, population projections and transit use.  The model predicted that use of parallel roads for short cuts would decrease with improvements made to Rte. 18 and Rte. 3.  Mr. Hall noted that the traffic modeling included external traffic coming to the Base for recreational field use, that the assumptions in the model projects traffic after Rte. 18 widening has been completed and that the model indicates that traffic in the west end of Rockland might be drawn to Rte. 18 after the improvements. Mrs. Parsons indicated that traffic south and west in Rockland does not use Rte. 18 and doubts that it ever would.  All agreed current traffic avoids Rte. 18 during rush hours.

· Identify what Gamma Functions means.

· Determine if modeling projections are ever checked for accuracy on completed projects.  

· Determine the integrity of the traffic projections.

· It is critical to Base development to know if the numbers produced from the model are reliable.

· Confirm the assumptions of increased traffic on Rte. 18 and decreased traffic on parallel roads in Rockland based on Rte. 18 improvements.

· Confirm the timetable of Rte. 3 improvements and give an update on their status.

· Confirm that capture rates are realistic.

· Provide more information on how local streets, with failing level of service, would serve as potential traffic calming corridors if Rte. 3 & 18 improvements are not adequate.

· Identify additional improvements at the intersections of Commerce Street and Hingham Street and Hingham Street and the Rte. 3 on-ramp.

· Identify the number of autos calculated for the residents of the 2855 units.

· Identify the number of vehicles that would be parked on the Base.

· Confirm the number of non-motorized trips based on New England seasons.
· Confirm that Recreational fields are included in the model as part of the Base.

Dianne Madden, MHD, stated that CTPS goes through quite an effort on their model iterations and calibrate their numbers before the model starts running.  Ms. Madden noted that they have found that annual traffic growth rates have been underestimated and that actual figures are higher by 1-2%, that the latest census data is used but it is not a perfect model, that the model is calibrated to existing conditions with input of many other factors that govern how long infrastructure improvements will last. MHD experience has been that this method tends to underestimate traffic.  Mr. Hall stated that MHD experience is on roadway projects and not development projects.  Mr. Kleiman noted that the Executive Office of Transportation (EOT) directed MHD to follow this modeling process, that there would be a traffic monitoring program after the Base is redeveloped and the information would be compared to what the model and mitigation accomplished.  If there’s a major issue or failing condition then LNR would fix those situations.

Discussion ensued on highway impacts, development project impacts, infrastructure improvements, regional growth and shifting trips.  The Committee referenced the traffic analysis text validating person trips, using traditional ITE methodologies.  The text confirmed that CTPS modeling and ITE trip generation were consistent and account for trip-making characteristics of smart growth communities.  Mr. Hall stated the modeling was focused on traffic volumes from the Base only.

Trip characteristics were discussed.  A lengthy discussion ensued on morning and afternoon trip generation from the Base, the distribution of traffic on several roadways and the capture rates.  More information will be provided on transit use.

Mr. Hall noted the projected trip generation reflects the improvements 11 years out.  Concerns were raised on roadways being at capacity even with improvements.  Mr. Kleiman noted that the model is the most effective way to look at the future and that it will be more efficient to drive on the improved highways.  

It was noted that the Blue Cross Blue Shield project engineer and Town of Rockland engineer determined that Commerce Street, and Hingham Street between Commerce and Rte. 3 ramp,  will be at full capacity once Blue Cross Blue Shield is occupied.

Discussion ensued on traffic volumes and the percentage of increased traffic from the Base at intersections, noting that the greatest increases were along Rte. 18 and Hingham Street corridors with some increase on VFW Drive.

More information will be provided at the next meeting.

Discussion ensued on the need for further discussions on traffic, the review of the DEIR, more CAC meetings (or an extension on submitting the DEIR to MEPA) and a meeting with Marshall Dennis on certified vernal pools that requires a field visit after the frost. Mr. Kleiman noted that they are happy to attend more meetings right up to the filing deadline and that they intend to file on or about Oct. 15th.  Mr. Kleiman noted that the CAC comments and responses to date have been completed, more can be added and most material in the DEIR has already been reviewed.

The Committee agreed to add another meeting on Oct. 11th.  CAC meetings will take place on Sept. 27, Oct. 4 and Oct. 11.  Mr. Kleiman noted that when the DEIR is filed it would be provided for public review to everyone on the distribution list.

Public Comment

Mr. Scannell, Weymouth, inquired how many automobiles were calculated for the residents of the 2855 units, how many cars will be parked on the Base and noted that in New England, non-motorized riders are not avid year round.  Mr. Hall will provide that information at the next meeting.

Mr. Scannell took exception with the Chairman’s use of the word “rumor” in his letters to DEP, EPA and NAVY, to determine answers to two repetitive concerns.

Mr. Marringbury, Rockland, indicated that, in a no-build situation, the federal government won’t allow the property to sit dormant until 2017.  He suggested pursuing expanded train service, because roadways in this region are paved over cow paths and traffic will never be fixed.  There are no ideal situations for the roadways.

VOTED:  Motion of Bruce Hughes, seconded by Jim Kinch to adjourn.

Unanimous vote

The meeting ended 9:20pm

Mary Cordeiro, Recording Secretary

Charles Kimball, Chairman CAC
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