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The Chairman opened the meeting at 7:06pm

Comments & Responses – Waiver Conditions

The CAC reviewed comments and responses with Ms. Rome.   Discussion ensued on the status of permits for Phase 1A.  Mr. Kleiman stated that subdivision and other aspects of the project final design plans are still in process, that waiver conditions will be met before construction begins and that Phase 1A permits are not required to be filed in the DEIR.

Further discussion ensued on grassland habitats, day-lighting wildlife culverts and Land Trusts as legal mechanism for permanent protection of grasslands and rare species habitats.  Mr. Kleiman indicated that they are working with Natural Heritage to maximize light and openness of tunnels and establish permanent protection for the habitats in Phase 1.

The CAC indicated the vernal pool maps were confusing.  Mr. Kleiman stated that all the pool locations didn’t fit on one map, so two graphics were prepared for on-site and off-site vernal pools.  It was noted that the vernal pool map will not be complete until a field study, after the first frost, is conducted.

Discussion ensued on existing traffic on Abington Street and model projections that a majority of trips, in 2017 on Abington Street would be local, between that portion of Weymouth and the Base.  Mr. Kleiman indicated that they are collaborating with the Weymouth Traffic Engineer and Special Assignment Police in Hingham to discuss traffic calming measures for Abington & Pine Streets, to discourage this route as a cut through.

Concerns were raised that a bike path was not feasible on the Rte. 18 Bridge over the railroad tracks.  Ms. Madden, MHD, indicated that the bridge would be widened to include a sidewalk with bike use allowed in the shoulder.  Mr. Kleiman noted that MHD had awarded contracts for the remaining Rte. 18 intersection improvements and that survey work on coordinated utility relocation has begun.  Poles will be moved and other aspects of improvements will be initiated this fall.

Discussion ensued on wildlife connectivity on the Parkway and Trotter Rd.  Mr. Kleiman noted that wildlife would pass under the Parkway Bridge and would utilize culverts under Trotter Rd.  Portions of French’s Stream will be day-lighted and the golf course will restore grasslands, to help maximize wildlife passage.

Questions were raised on the permanent protection of the golf course.  Mr. Kleiman noted that the golf course has been reduced to 150 acres and that the areas not developed for golf would be restricted as conservation land and the Zoning and Land Use By-laws protects against any future building in golf course area.

Mrs. Parsons insisted that the language in section 3.4.1 was still incorrect; that the Enabling Legislation does not say the Corporation has to approve a revised reuse plan before it’s submitted to the Towns, and that anyone can bring a revised plan to the Towns.  Mr. Kleiman stated the attorneys will be consulted to look into the proper language.

Wastewater Mgmt.

Rewrite response to indicate that Flow Meters will be installed to monitor the quantity of water discharged into French’s Stream.

Rewrite response on providing backup wastewater treatment for Host Communities to state that it is proposed for the Base only.

Solid Waste

Rewrite response on implementing organic pest management for composting to state that organic/biological pest controls will be utilized instead of chemicals/fertilizers.

Wildlife Habitat

Correct Vernal Pool maps to include vernal pools #3383 and 3384 in Rockland section of PBC land.

Rewrite response to indicate the vernal pool map may have potential additions once field study work, after first frost, is completed. 

Transportation Improvements

Confirm the number of existing trips utilizing Abington Street as a cut through, fewer than 5 vehicles cannot be accurate.

Further review and revision on linkage configuration for trips going in both directions between the Parkway  Rte. 3 must be conducted.
Stormwater

Revise the graphic, by adding an arrow to show that the basin flow is coming onto the Base from Thompson Pond.

Identify all actual drainage basins on the maps

Sustainable Development

Rewrite connectivity corridors response to clarify that the 400-foot wide corridors along French’s Stream and Swamp River are actually 200-feet on each side of the stream and river.

Zoning

Confirm that 40B projects would be permanently prohibited from future building on land designated as a golf course.

Consider applying the golf course for a recreational (61B) tax classification.

Correct the language on submitting a Reuse Plan to the three towns for approval.

Transit Overview

Mr. Scott Petersen discussed highway modeling, noting the methodology, updates to demographic data and traffic zones and the four-step process (trip generation, trip distribution, mode choice & trip assignments).  Concerns were raised on using a new model and methodology for the first time on this project, noting that there were substantial differences in estimated traffic numbers, related to Base development and that the CTPS projections on AM and PM traffic trips were too low.  Mr. Kleiman indicated they were meeting with the Abington, Weymouth and Hingham Town Planners (a response from Rockland is still pending) to discuss trip modeling, design of mitigation and traffic monitoring.  

Discussion ensued on the number of people presently walking to the Train Station.  Mr. Petersen noted the model has examples that support a large number of walkers due to the density of development planned for the Base.  

Mr. Beggan discussed the capacity on the rail line and discussed the number of trips generated on a daily basis in the AM and PM peak hours.  He noted that residents in close condo developments walk to the So. Weymouth station and that bicycle rider demand has not increased at this train station.  Mr. Beggan noted the Old Colony trains are full, the South Weymouth parking lot is full by 9:00AM and 70% of the ridership goes to Boston.  Mr. Beggan also stated the rail system is still a six-car operation that should be able to provide adequate service due to MBTA upgrading to double-decker coaches and with some riders shifting over to the Greenbush line.  

Provide CTPS traffic model results and arrange meetings with Town Planners for discussion of concerns.

Consider a shuttle service from the Base to both Old Colony and Greenbush Transit Stations.

Make sure the modeling represents trips coming from off-site - to the Base - for recreational activities.

Confirm that the MBTA train engines can actually operate with six double-decker coaches.

Public Comment

Mr. Scannell, Weymouth, voiced concern that the South Weymouth Station is too far from the beginning of the Old Colony Rail Line and that other development in towns south of the Base will impact the train.  Mr. Scannell inquired if energy costs, gas consumption and weather were considered in the modeling and voiced concern that is being used for the first time on this project.  Mr. Petersen noted that cost estimates from 2000 and 2005 were used with an inflation rate to get to 2017.  Mr. Scannell indicated that energy costs prior to August 2005 have changed dramatically.

Mr. Leary, Weymouth Town Council, inquired when the Rte. 18 Bridge would be improved.  Ms. Madden, MHD, indicated that the whole Rte. 18 project was in the 2009 TIP and it included the bridge.  Mr. Leary also inquired of the plans to stop people cutting through Abington St & Pine St.  Mr. Kleiman indicated that different methods would be discussed with the neighborhoods to determine the best traffic calming option.  Mr. Leary voiced concern that information, created by a consultant (Rizzo Associates) was utilized in the CTPS modeling process.  Mr. Kleiman corrected Mr. Leary that the information came from the proposed land use plan and was not created by Rizzo.  Mr. Petersen indicated that assumptions in the Master Plan were utilized by both CTPS and Rizzo as guideline for further studies and modeling.  Ms. Madden indicated that Rizzo is a consultant to Mass Highway(MHD) on the widening of Rte. 18 and that MHD paid for the traffic counts.

Mr. Foley, Weymouth, applauded the proponent for working with the neighborhoods on traffic control.

Mr. Galluzzo, Weymouth, asked for an update on mitigation for the direct connection to a permanent water source and voiced concern for the traffic congestion that would occur when the streets are torn up.  Mr. Kleiman stated that discussions continue with the Town of Braintree to provide MWRA water to the Base.  Braintree has proposed a route to the Base that meets their needs and that it would be completed by 2008/2009.

Mr. McPherson, Weymouth, inquired about the basis of the estimated person trips per day.  Mr. Petersen indicated that a household survey from the 1990’s, based on the type and number of people trips generated, is consistent with industry standards.

VOTED:  Motion of Jim Young, seconded by Mike Bromberg, to adjourn the meeting.

Unanimous vote

The meeting ended 9:15pm

Mary Cordeiro, Recording Secretary

Charles Kimball, Chairman
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