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The Chairman opened the meeting at 7:10pm and cautioned the Committee to stay in compliance with the Open Meeting Law and to refrain from discussions via email on any CAC issue other than scheduling meetings.

Some Committee members are unable to attend meetings on Wednesday evenings.  Other dates were discussed.  The Committee agreed to schedule March 13 and March 27 meetings and get feed back from the absent members on additional meeting dates.

DEIR Certificate

Ms. Rome reviewed the Certificate guiding the development of the Final EIR including the lay out structure, issues to analyze and the additional information required.  A Table of Contents was distributed to the Committee reflecting the requirements in the Certificate.  

Ms. Rome noted that transportation; design of parkway, traffic impacts, storm water, wastewater, rare species and wetlands would come under the scrutiny of the CAC.

MA DEP and MEPA have been very clear about reducing the wetland impacts of the project.

· Provide all relevant comments in the Certificate for each FEIR section as they are prepared and to provide them to the CAC, prior to presentations.

· Apply EIR section numbers to the Certificate, in order to cross reference and track comments.

· Provide copies of organization and governmental agency comments, received to date, or received in future, to give insight to the Committee.

· Prior to the discussion on Rare Species and Habitat, provide a copy of the August 3, 2006 commitment letter sent to Natural Heritage with all exhibits including the Map showing Pod D and include the comments from Natural Heritage.

Mr. Kleiman was asked how the new State Administration would affect the review of this project and he indicated that Governor Patrick had reaffirmed his commitment to Smart Growth Development.

Discussion ensued on the schedule for filing the FEIR.  Mr. Kleiman stated the filing date would be May 31st.  Further discussion ensued on conducting a complete review, and submitting CAC comments with the final document.  

Mr. Kleiman presented a proposed series of five (5) meetings to cover all topics in the Certificate, with a full draft of the FIER being provided to the CAC on April 30th and another series of meetings in May to comment, process and answer questions on the overall document, prior to filing.

Mr. Kleiman noted that a field study on rare species and vernal pools would occur early this year, before the undergrowth fills in. 

Smart Growth and Sustainable Development

Ms. Pollack reviewed the comments in the Certificate related to Smart Growth Development and Sustainable Design, noting that the design was already locked in through the zoning regulations and that sustainability issues include water supply, wastewater, stormwater and transportation issues.  Two key issues were identified: incorporating elements of Smart Growth and Sustainable Development in to the project, and identifying the mechanisms to ensure that the project is built out in accordance with those principles.

Ms. Pollack informed the Board of a new Leadership Energy Environmental Design Standard for Neighborhood Developments (LEED-ND), recently released, and that it would be applied to several pilot projects taking place 2007, after which, a final standard would be adopted.  LNR is currently evaluating how the SouthField project ranks against the revised LEED-ND standard.  An analysis similar to DEIR Figure 8.14-1 would be included in the FEIR.

A revised description of the Multi-Modal Facility (Section 4.0) was reviewed and the Committee received an update on receiving assistance from the Division of Energy Resources (DOER) to assess the feasibility for an alternative means to provide heat and power to the Base.  LNR will enter into a contract with a consultant to evaluate the viability of an on-site community district energy system and to identify the best method of incorporating renewable energy into the SouthField project.

Ms. Pollack noted that the Reuse Plan, Master Plan and Sustainable Design Guidelines create the blueprint for a Smart Growth project, and that the Development Plan Review process, Form Based Codes and the Regulatory Framework, enforces sustainable site planning, natural resource conservation and green building design.  Many of the provisions in the zoning regulations were adopted from the original LEED standards for new construction.  End-developers will be encouraged, but not required, to meet LEED standards.  The Corporation has adopted a LEED incentive program to provide fast track permit advantages for those projects that are LEED certifiable.  The EOEA Certificate requires a clearly defined set of mitigation commitments to minimize adverse impacts by the project.

· Provide a copy of the Mass. Technology Collaborative (MTC) Request for Proposal to study alternative means for heat and power.

· Provide a copy of the results of the feasibility study for the SouthField project as soon as it’s available.

· Provide a representative from MTC to speak to the CAC on this study.

· Include all the zoning regulations and regulatory framework in the FEIR.

· Provide a matrix to identify and compare the Regulatory Framework; MEPA and MA DEP concerns, and their impacts on environmental and conservation factors.

A lengthy discussion ensued on when the alternative on-site energy generation study would be available for review, when it would be filed with MEPA and when the Committee and the Public would have opportunity to comment.

Ms. Pollack indicated that permits for on-site power generation would go through a DEP process.  Comments on energy issues could be offered in the FEIR process, but these issues are normally addressed at the local level of permitting for the construction of buildings.

· LEED Standards should be required at SouthField to ensure a Grade A development project.

Ms. Pollack stated that the Zoning Regulations were adapted from LEED, but not every single point was incorporated.  A point system will be used to create incentive, transparency and good public relations.  It will also make end-developments more marketable.

Update on Transportation Issues

Mr. Kleiman noted that transportation issues and the parkway would be reviewed in greater detail at a future meeting and stated that the W2 Parkway alignment rationale was based on comments received on wetland impacts and traffic flows.

The W2 alignment would reduce the wetland impacts on the west end of the Base and Parkway redesign would reduce impacts on the east end of the Base by narrowing the cross-section of the roadway and eliminating intersections and some housing.  These changes would eliminate the need for a Variance under the Wetland Protection Act.

A bridge crossing would provide safe access across the train tracks and consolidating MBTA multi-modal center on one side of the tracks allows for increased parking.  

Traffic flows on Rte. 18 and 58 would improve with this parkway alignment, with pedestrian accommodations and a roundabout, to access the transit village and MBTA facilities.  Discussions continue with MBTA on this proposal.

Concerns were raised that the roundabout would compromise public safety, prove difficult for pedestrians and cause traffic backup.  Mr. Kleiman indicated MassHighway favored the roundabout.

Further Parkway concerns were raised on off-site traffic at Weymouth Street and Reservoir Park Drive.  Discussion ensued on parkway costs, construction timelines and shortened culverts for turtle crossings.  It was noted that the USCG Buoy Station would relocate.

· Request CTPS modeling on the roundabout to estimate traffic bottleneck and backup conditions.

· Provide the table on Solid and Hazardous Waste Sites, as required by EPA, in advance of the next meeting.

Questions were raised on the impact of the Greenbush line on the Old Colony line.  Mr. Kleiman indicated there was a possibility of increased ridership, more double-decker cars and increased parking.  Mr. Clarke noted that the Town of Weymouth researched the two commuter lines and found no reduction in trips but that the train schedules may be rearranged.

The Chairman noted that the recording secretary would be out on sick leave for the month of March.

VOTED:  Motion of Eric Dykeman, seconded by Joseph Shea to adjourn the meeting.

Unanimous vote

The meeting ended 9:20pm

Mary J. Cordeiro, Recording Secretary

Charles Kimball, Chairman
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