Citizens Advisory Committee

March 13, 2007 @ 7:00pm

Conference Center

Members Present:
Joseph Shea




Mike Bromberg




Arthur Mathews




Mary Byram




Les Molyneaux




Joseph Fisher




Eric Dykeman




Jim Young




Charles Kimball, Chairman




Mary Parsons




Bruce Hughes




Martin Pillsbury




Jim Clarke

Members Absent:
John Stark




Jim Kinch




Steve Kelsch

Also Present:

Laura Rome, Epsilon




Rich Kleiman, LNR




Lisa S. Standley, VHB




Steve Ivas, SSTTDC Conservation Agent

With a quorum in attendance, Mr. Kimball opened the meeting at 7:04pm.

Minutes

VOTED:  Motion of Arthur Mathews, seconded by Jim Young to approve the minutes of October 4, 2006.

11-0-2 vote  E. Dykeman and M. Parsons abstained.

Discussion ensued on a statement by Mr. Kleiman in the October 11th minutes regarding conservation restriction.  Mr. Kleiman clarified that portions of the golf course, per Natural Heritage, would be put under permanent conservation restriction but that the playing area was not included.

VOTED:  Motion of Mr. Shea, seconded by Mr. Young to remove the sentence on the golf course from the minutes.

11-2 vote  M. Parsons and M. Bromberg opposed

VOTED:  Motion of Arthur Mathews, seconded by Joseph Shea, to approve the minutes of October 11, 2006 as amended.

12-0-1 vote  M. Pillsbury abstained

Rare Species and Wildlife Habitat

Ms. Standley discussed changes from the DEIR on Rare Species and Wildlife Habitat, including a bridge over Old Swamp River.  LNR is still working with Natural Heritage on the permanent conservation restrictions and details for the conservation permits.  

Concerns were raised on proposed redevelopment in the grassed runway safety areas that serves as habitat for grassland birds.  Mr. Kleiman noted the intent of the Master Plan was to focus development in previous-developed areas, however, it was never stated that areas, not previously developed, would not be built on in this project.

It was noted that there is insufficient recognition given in this section to the presence of Northern Harriers, nor are there impacts or mitigation offered.

Further discussion ensued with Mr. Kleiman on why the placement of restored and preserved grassland areas on the southern half of the Base, on the areas zoned for golf course, under permanent conservation restriction, did not include the entire southern end of the Base, as required in NHESP’s comment letter on the DEIR.  Mr. Kleiman indicated that was not required.

Ms. Standley was asked to come before the CAC again to report the results of her Spring 2007 Field Studies.

· Include additional text on the affects the bridge over Old Swamp River will have on the canopy of the vernal pools.

· Include additional text on the affects the Parkway will have on water draining from the lighting road area, in the springtime.

· Reword section 5.1.2.1 regarding the areas of development and losses to 

wildlife habitat.

· Provide a checklist showing that all the requirements outlined in the DEIR

Certificate have been met.

· Provide a table of vernal pools for tracking purposes.

· Provide an entire map of the Base showing those areas proposed for conservation restrictions and acreages identified to verify compliance with 

DEIR certificate.

· Provide information on the grassland habitat for birds on the eastern end of the Base that would be lost to construction of the Parkway. – 5.1.2.1 pg. 5-5

· Show impacts to grassland birds on the eastern end of the Base, according to NHESP, all grassland here is to be considered habitat. – 5.2.2

· Include in text: “In addition to the more common grassland bird species listed as likely to suffer reduction in their populations as a result of the construction of this project, populations of Northern Harriers, Grasshopper Sparrows and Upland Sandpipers, all State-listed birds, can also be expected to decline.” – pg. 5-6

· Change second bullet – ‘no construction will be initiated in grassland areas during May, June or July’…to read ‘no construction will be conducted in grassland areas during May, June or July’.

Mr. Bromberg submitted his comments in writing as requested:

1) As the CAC did with the DEIR, please list the Secretary’s requirements on the certificate as it relates to the meeting subject, show where your response is in the FEIR and discuss your responses at the meeting.

2) Pg 5-2 2nd paragraph   Please include Northern Harrier in the list of typical wildlife species found in upland grassland habitat.

3) Pg 5-3 2nd paragraph  Please clarify the number of vernal pools, (28 seems inaccurate). Please include how many Vernal pool’s are certified, how many are certifiable, and all their locations on the base and outside the base between the east end on the base and Weymouth Street.

4) Pg 5-4 middle of last paragraph  “The proposed redevelopment largely avoids impacts to wetlands, preserves an undisturbed 200-foot Riverfront area parallel to the perennial portions of French’s Stream”. This statement doesn’t appear accurate, as we have learned there is a sewerage pumping station planned within the Riverfront area in the Phase One area.  Please include this.                                                             Please also include that Trotter Road will also disturb the Riverfront Area.  It should also be noted that French’s Stream has a lengthy culvert with no Riverfront Area, which will sever any connectivity of the wildlife corridor along the stream from the north end of the base to the south end of the base.

5) Pg 5-7 4th paragraph  The CAC should have the results of the Spring 2007 vernal pool investigation prior to the filing of the FEIR.

6) Pg 5-8 1st paragraph  “By preserving the 400-foot wide riparian corridors associated with French’s Stream etc”,  Please note that the 400 foot wide riparian corridors will not be preserved at Trotter Road, at the sewerage pump station in the Phase 1A area, and where French’s Stream’s stream has a culvert through the center of the base, thus it will not “ preserve movement corridors associated with French’s Stream” in a continuous manner. The certificate is looking for “connectivity”. Please show the connectivity in the riparian corridors from the north end of the base to the south end of the base for wildlife movement.

7) Pg 5-9 1st paragraph under 5.2.1.  Please change “A Northern Harrier was observed foraging over the Base in 2002”  to Northern Harriers have been observed foraging over the base yearly since 1999.
8) Pg 5-14 2nd to last paragraph.  Please include a reduced build scenario. This explanation only includes a no-built scenario.
9) Pg 5-17  5.2.3.1  5th bullet “ permanently protecting habitat” of the riparian areas should be changed to “avoiding work in  habitat of the riparian corridors”. Riparian corridors are not permanently protected. For example the placement of the pump station in the riparian corridor in the Phase 1A area.
10) Pg 5-17  5.2.3.2  5th bullet   My understanding was that the entire 210 acre golf course area was to be permanently protected, by conservation restriction, not just “the restored and preserved grassland areas on the southern half of the base”. As discussed at prior CAC meetings, zoning itself cannot preserve the Golf Course areas in perpetuity because a vote of the three towns could change that or a 40B project could supersede the zoning. Also, if the golf course is built on in the future, it will not have the “visual perception of the large area of contiguous grassland habitat”. 
11) Pg 5-19  6th bullet   Constructing a four lane bridge at Swamp River should be changed to constructing a two lane bridge at Swamp River as we have been advised.
12) Pg 5-19  7th bullet   Please include the area west of Swamp River between Union Street and Swamp River and north of the parkway, known as “Pod C” under permanent conservation restriction.
13) Pg 5-19  1st and last paragraph  Figure 5.2-4 is used in both places and it should be Figure 5.1-4 according to our Figures.
14)  Open Space –Trail System    Please provide detailed plans for the proposed trail network and describe how the trails will be designed to avoid and minimize wetlands and other habitat impacts, as suggested in the NPC Certificate.
Mr. Kleiman stated that there has been no change to residential Pod D and that the DEIR suggested a reduced footprint, not reduced housing.

Open Space and Agricultural Soils

Mr. Kleiman stated that a major update was at the east end of the Base.  The portion just west of Old Swamp River on the east end of the Base, excluding the east/west parkway, would be under a Permanent Conservation Restriction.  He noted the Conservation Restriction overrides the Zoning By-Laws and restricts any kind of development.  Mr. Kleiman stated that over 75% of the Base would be open space, but not all of it would be under a conservation restriction.

Ms. Rome stated that the elimination of the east-end housing reduces the impact to agricultural soils by 7.4 acres.  Mitigation for impacts to 44.6 acres of prime soils and soils of state importance include: community gardens for Base residents, a location for a weekend local farmer’s market and potential off site use of the Base’s agricultural soils.

· Identify potential conflicts with the garden locations proposed in the west-end area of the Base.

Solid and Hazardous Waste

Mr. Kleiman provided an overview of hazardous waste management and an update on plans to address contamination at the West Gate Landfill.

Concerns were raised on the possibility of finding more contamination during the redevelopment process.  Mr. Kleiman noted that contractors were required to have OSHA training and certification in hazard identification and that there would also be an environmental coordinator.  

Discussion ensued on pollution liability coverage, Navy’s financial responsibility to cleanup any previously undiscovered contamination and Navy’s FOST properties.

Mr. Kleiman noted that 320 acres from FOST 1& 2 (Finding Of Suitability to Transfer) were EDC (Economic Development Conveyance) land and 220 acres from FOST 1 & 2 were PBC (Public Benefit Conveyance) land.  Approximately 800 acres of Navy land remain for the remedial review process and the preference was to have the land cleaned up to a level of unrestricted use.

· Include additional text regarding Town notifications in the event of discovery of hazards or spills, etc.

· Provide more information on AULs and specific restrictions involved.

Public Comment

Ms. Rakers, Weymouth, inquired and was informed there was no asbestos in the runways and that the vernal pools were clean.

Mr. Galluzzo, Weymouth, requested copies of the draft documents that the CAC members receive and stated that a number of changes had been made to the Reuse Plan, cumulatively constituting a substantial change, and that the proponent needed to bring it back to the three Towns for their approval, and was informed that it was neither required nor appropriate for draft CAC documents to be distributed to the public and that issues of substantial Reuse Plan changes were not within the purview of the CAC.

Ms. Hilbert, Mr. Galluzzo & Ms. Raker, Weymouth residents, stated last week’s RAB meeting indicated that Navy land could be transferred without being cleaned up, that there were 550 acres of toxic land at the Base and that restricting land use development and clean-up of the site would be turned over to LNR

VOTED:  Motion of Joseph Shea, seconded by Martin Pillsbury, to adjourn the meeting.

Unanimous vote

The meeting ended 9:18pm

Janet Murray, Recording Secretary
Charles Kimball, Chairman CAC

