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The Chairman opened the meet in g at 7:08pm.

Discussion ensued on the next meeting date, which conflicted with Hingham’s Town Meeting.  The members in attendance agreed to move the date to April 26.

Wetlands

Mr. Dennis updated the status of certified and uncertified Vernal Pools, noted that wetland impact areas had been reduced to less than 5,000 square feet by revising the parkway alignment, narrowing the parkway cross-section, and eliminating a roadway crossing and three residential development areas.  Mitigation  areas north and south of the Parkway and near French’s Stream were identified for a 2-to-1 wetland ratio replication. Two wetland crossings in Rockland will both be bridged.

Mr. Dennis stated a group of CAC members would meet him on site to be sure all vernal pool locations were identified and factored into the mitigation program, and noted that Natural Heritage indicated bridging over wetlands would have a positive effect on wildlife passage and consolidating housing on east side (Pod D) would create a continuous upland corridor for turtles.  Discussions continue with NHESP on rare species.

Mr. Dennis stated that minimized development or no development was associated with most vernal pool and forested areas. 

CAC members indicated it was confusing and difficult to follow the text and references the graphics.

Concerns were raised that the Vernal Pool in northwest corner, surrounded on three (3) sides by development, would restrict access and passage of wildlife, that recent wetland flagging had not been reviewed by CAC and that wetland near the Fuel Farm wasn’t included on the maps.  CAC members were informed that the drainage ditch near the Fuel Farm was not connected to the bordering vegetated wetlands.

Mr. Kleiman noted that Weymouth and SSTTDC Conservation Commissions, per their jurisdictions, verified the flags for delineated wetlands under the Notice of Intent (NOI) for the Shea Memorial Drive (SMD) improvement project and that the document was available for public review.

Further concerns were raised on wetlands that do not meet criteria for Isolated Land Subject to Flooding and their non-jurisdictional status.  Mr. Dennis stated those wetlands would still receive mitigation measures and also noted that the location for the recreation facility was not considered wetlands.

Discussion ensued on reducing the Parkway down to two lanes.  Mr. Kleiman noted CTPS modeling would be presented at the next meeting, that the data supports a two-lane section through the sensitive area on the east end and that the roadway would perform better for traffic than the previous preferred alignment.  

Concerns were raised that there would be loss of vernal pool habitat during parkway construction.  

Discussion ensued on the trail system.  Mr. Kleiman noted the trail system would be refined to avoid wetland impacts and Rockland Open Space would be invited to participate in the process.

The CAC was informed that the local Conservation Commissions have authority on structural work in their jurisdictional wetland areas on the Base and that a 3-5 year program for monitoring planting requirements in replication areas could be built into the Order of Conditions.  There will be year-end annual monitoring reports provided to DEP and Army Corp of Engineers.

Concerns were raised that future development would continue to cause flood events in Rockland.

· Identify any perimeter areas involving the Town’s Conservation Commissions.

· Confirm the safe proximity of wetland replication in the area near the RDA.

· Combine wetland mitigation and impact graphics on the same demographic.

· Update all graphics related to revised parkway and east-end housing.

· Confirm that the Vernal Pool in NW corner (#2528) is not adversely affected by development.

· Get all Vernal Pools onto one map

· Simplify the map 6.2-1, the wetland and waterway borders are difficult to read.

· Identify the two airside tributaries in Rockland on Figure 6.2-1.

· Clarify the roadway/wetland resource crossing with no RFA impacts on Pgs. 6-10 & 6-14.

· Confirm on the graphic that the Parkway design is outside tributary and RDA landfill.

· The walking trail system will impact wetlands on the west side of Base near the Town of Abington and the Multimodal System, and should be mentioned in EIR.

· Identify the Independent Observer for wetland protection during the construction.

Waste Water

Mr. Maughan presented the enhancements to the Wastewater Management Plan, noting that water for reuse was needed for golf and industrial/biotechnology purposes, that flow to the treatment plant has been substantially reduced with increased water reuse, that a pipe loop through the entire development would carry reuse water for irrigation and flushing, that seven additional wells were installed to monitor ground water on the west side of French’s Stream, that water will be treated to the standards of drinking water (less than 2 mil. of suspended solids per liter) and that reuse water could be sold to offset the cost of the wastewater system.

The goal to prevent flooding was achieved by reducing water demand by half, eliminating use area of poor soils on the east side of French’s stream and reducing flow of ground water.

Concerns were raised that an emergency connection to Weymouth’s collection system, in the event of an extreme condition, was not beneficial to the Town of Weymouth.  Mr. Kleiman noted that all wastewater infrastructure would be replaced with a new tight system, that DEP requires that the emergency connection be maintained as a contingency in a catastrophic case and that LNR will be paying fees into Weymouth’s Capital Improvement Program.  Discussion ensued on the Mayor’s commitment to the Base for up to an Average Daily Demand (ADD) of 150,000 gpd for water supply and ADD of 120,000 gpd for wastewater disposal capacity.  Mr. Kleiman noted the projected ADD wastewater disposal was 89,000 gpd.

Further concerns were raised about peak flows flooding abutting property in Rockland.  Mr. Kleiman noted that the plan exceeds DEP requirements on stormwater management.

The CAC was informed that a leaching area would have 15 ft. of additional pervious material, designed to hold water for natural recharge, tapering out to 5 ft. at margins of French’s Stream.  DEP requires monitoring of quality, quantity and behavior of water.  Soil on bottom of stream will be changed out.

Further discussion ensued on the difference between the terms average daily flow and maximum daily flow for wastewater disposal and on odor control measures.  Mr. Maughan noted that all bio filter facilities are enclosed and the bio filter would capture exhaust gases.

· Provide a copy of the Mayor’s Commitment to the Base for municipal water sewer service at the next CAC meeting.

· Provide more information on how wastewater discharged into the system will be monitored and by whom.

· Clarify the process of handling Bio solids/residuals.

· Provide more information on how the groundwater table would be lowered on other side of French’s Stream to store more flow and reduce flooding conditions in Rockland.

Public Comment

Ms. Cowie, Watershed Action Alliance, received further clarification on the pipe loop of reuse water.

Mr. Galluzzo, Weymouth, received further clarification on the geotextile cover on the granular fill on west side of French’s Stream, and that reuse water treated to drinking standards could be sold as industrial water – not as drinking water.

Ms. Hilbert, Weymouth, voiced concern on the Mayor’s commitment for water and sewer service to the Corporation.

Next meeting – Thursday, April 26, 2007

VOTED:  Motion of Joseph Shea, seconded by Arthur Mathews to adjourn the meeting.

Unanimous vote

The meeting ended 9:30pm

Mary Cordeiro Recording Secretary

Charles Kimball, Chairman
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