Citizens Advisory Committee

Thursday, April 26, 2007

Conference Center
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Bruce Hughes




Mike Bromberg




Mary Parsons




Martin Pillsbury




Arthur Mathews, acting Chairman




Jim Clarke




Eric Dykeman




Mary Byram




Les Molyneaux




Joseph Fisher (8:16pm)

Members Absent:
Charles Kimball




Jim Young




Joseph Shea




John Stark




Jim Kinch

Also Present:

Laura Rome, Epsilon




Rich Kleiman, LNR




Mike Hall, Tetra Tech Rizzo




Lisa Schletzbaum, Tetra Tech Rizzo

Mr. Mathews opened the meeting at 7:05pm, noting the Chairman was out of Town and the Vice Chairman would be delayed.  

Minutes 

Feb. 28, 2007

An addition to the bullet on LEED Standards was approved.

VOTED:  Motion of Jim Clarke, seconded by Eric Dykeman, to approve the minutes of February 28, 2007 as amended.

6-0-4 vote  B. Hughes, M. Parsons, S. Kelsch and L. Molyneaux abstained

March 13, 2007 

Corrections and revisions were suggested and it was agreed to table the minutes for the next meeting.

March 27, 2007

Revisions were accepted in Stormwater section.

VOTED:  Motion of Steve Kelsch, seconded by Martin Pillsbury, to accept the minutes of March 27, 2007 as amended.

Unanimous vote

April 10, 2007

Revisions to the wetland discussion and other corrections were accepted.

VOTED:  Motion of Martin Pillsbury, seconded by Eric Dykeman, to accept the minutes of April 10, 2007 as amended.

Unanimous vote

Transportation

Mr. Hall reported on the changes in the west section and cross sections of the W2 Parkway alignment, noting the east section alignment had not changed from the DEIR and that the multi-use path would split off the Parkway as it bridged over the wetland crossings, per mitigation.

Mr. Hall noted that traffic mitigation was focused on traffic-calming measures wherever possible, and that Trotter Rd. would become a local road ending at the tracks, at full Parkway build-out.  

Updated CTPS modeling indicated lane reductions would be appropriate for Weymouth St.- down to four lanes, that actual ground count numbers were significantly reduced on Forest Street, and that Columbian Square, Thicket St. and Forest St. would be mitigated during Phase 1 Development.  

Discussion ensued on present traffic conditions on surrounding local streets.  Mr. Hall stated the Parkway would change traffic dynamics in the future and that the capacity enhancement on the Parkway would cause traffic calming on other surrounding roadways.

Discussion ensued on roadway improvements borne by other local projects.  Mr. Hall noted that Rte. 53 improvements in Norwell were near completion, BCBS construction in Hingham, and Rte. 18, South Weymouth, improvements were both underway.  Other longer-range projects, Rte. 3 add-a-lane and Greenbush rail system, were moving forward.

Discussion ensued that traffic calming mitigation on roadways involving more than one town may not reach agreement on a solution.  Mr. Hall stated it would be incumbent upon LNR to establish a strong partnership with the communities to succeed in this effort.

Concerns were raised on the 2-lane section on the proposed E/W Parkway and the efforts to promote regional use of it.

Concerns were also raised on the impact to the present business owners located on Trotter Rd.  Mr. Kleiman noted that the property owners had been notified and that they had positive comments on the plan.

The committee requested better examples of traffic calming techniques such as those in Vermont, New Hampshire and Rhode Island.

Several members of CAC voiced their frustration that the chapter on Transportation was incomplete and only focused on mitigation measures - lacking updated information on Transit, Multi-Modal, Transportation Management, Mitigation Commitments, breakdowns on Non-Motorized, Commercial and Transit Trips, Non-Automotive Mitigation Measures, a temporary access road, traffic counts, discussions with MBTA, issues with hazardous materials, and more details on the Shuttle Bus Service.  

Public safety concerns were raised on pedestrian access and the close proximity of the proposed roundabout to Rte. 18.  Mr. Kleiman noted that Mass Highway and Federal Highway encourage consideration for roundabouts in parkway situations.

Mr. Hall stated that all four towns were involved in the mitigation planning process to map out strategies for neighborhood roadways.  He noted that the Rte. 18 and 139 intersection in Abington needed its own phased left turn onto Rte. 18 North as another incentive to take traffic off Thicket St.  Committee members requested that traffic mitigation be carefully and cautiously planned around wetland resources in the communities.

The Committee voiced frustration that necessary information was not provided to members in advance of the meeting, resulting in insufficient time to review and inquire.  The Committee will devote time at the next meeting, which should be spent discussing the completeness of the FEIR and preparing their comments to the Secretary, to continue compiling information from the proponent.  The Committee asked Mr. Kleiman to consider postponing the filing of the FEIR to allow the CAC time to finish their review and comments.  

Mr. Kleiman stated the process laid out under regulations was being followed, that the CAC would receive the full draft FEIR on April 30th, that the project team would be in attendance for the remaining meetings to answer all questions on topic, that all comments would be addressed and filed with the document and that the document would be filed with MEPA on May 31st 

Discussion ensued on the recent storm event, flooding French’s Stream.  Mr. Kleiman indicated the proposed stormwater plan would reduce peak flows and the frequency of flooding.

The committee stated they needed assurances that there was a plan to safeguard the communities if mitigation thresholds are not met.  

· Provide an update on USCG Buoy Depot location.

· Provide an update on MBTA discussions.

· Provide examples of traffic calming measures for the New England area.

· Consider implementing traffic calming mitigation ahead of development.

· Regional Highway Roundabouts may jeopardize pedestrian public safety, is located in close proximity to Rte. 18 and should not be considered.

· Show examples of traffic calming on roadways during peak periods with multiple cars in competition.

· Provide mitigation graphic for Hingham St., Reservoir Park Drive, Commerce Rd. and Gardner St.

· Discourage or prevent vehicle access to Abington Street and focus traffic calming measures on areas with less wetland.

· Ensure that traffic-calming measures do not impact wetland resources on Sharp Streets.

· Provide graphic with lane reduction on Weymouth St. at intersection of Parkway.

· Provide graphic with new Parkway alignment to Rte. 18.

· Show relevant examples of safe roundabouts on snow and ice.

· Provide more information on traffic calming, to better understand it.

· List plans and assumptions for public transit options.

· Provide an updated traffic count for Gardner St., Hingham.

· Provide more detail to the Town of Weymouth Engineering Department on the travel demand calculations on the two-lane segment of the Parkway.

· Provide more information on a traffic monitoring protocol.

· A “before and after” traffic monitoring study should be implemented.

· Identify the mechanism should the mitigation plan not work.

Public Comment

Mr. Leary, WTC, voiced concern that the proposed mitigation only slows down traffic but doesn’t reduce it.  He hoped the committee would look hard at the solutions.

Mr. Delrosen, South Weymouth, stated a roundabout in Columbian Square would create chaos and he suggested a 4-way stop.  Mr. Mathews noted that the roundabout would be located on the Base and that traffic signals would be implemented in Columbian Square.

Mr. Delrosen stated lights wouldn’t do the job.

Ms. Hilbert, Weymouth, stated the expense of MBTA changes should not be borne by the Towns, per Enabling Legislation.

Mr. Simpson, Rockland, suggested the proponent create a project plan to be posted at every meeting to show review schedules and management milestones for the public’s information and also suggested a reservoir on the golf course to take on water during a storm event, keep a certain level, bleed off for the golf course and avoid flooding French’s Pond.

Ms. Rakers, Weymouth, reported on the MGL requirements to conduct a Public Hearing and also reported that there were floods on Pleasant Street during the recent storm.

VOTED:  Motion of James Clarke, seconded by Martin Pillsbury, to adjourn the meeting.

Unanimous vote

The meeting ended 10:00pm

Mary Cordeiro, Recording Secretary

Arthur Mathews, Acting Chairman
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