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Project Team consultants for each segment of the FEIR

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7:00pm.

Mr. Kleiman noted the full contingency of consultants on hand to answer questions and stated that Ms. Aisling Eglington would also be in attendance.

Ms. Standley reported on the changes in Section 5.0 Wildlife Habitat and Rare Species.

Questions were asked if there was any intent to allow hunting or fishing on the Base.

It was noted that the issue of allowing or prohibiting hunting and/or fishing would be addressed through policy when the PBC areas were being prepared for public accessibility, and the policy decisions would be made following consultation with National Park Service and other stakeholder agencies.

Discussion ensued on wildlife corridors and how to deal with predators.  Ms. Standley indicated that predator movement could not be controlled.  They were part of the community.  

A concern was raised on the Parkway altering the vernal pool habitat.  Ms. Standley indicated that the Parkway would still allow unimpeded movement within wetlands.

Concerns were raised on Northern Harrier breeding habitats.  Ms. Standley indicated Mass Audubon did not observe any nesting when the areas were surveyed (during non-nesting season).  

Discussion ensued on showing a wildlife corridor along French’s Stream and specifically showing a north to south wildlife connectivity.  Ms. Standley responded that wildlife would pass over the golf course and day-lighting French’s Stream would enhance wildlife movement.

Further discussion ensued on providing a reduced build scenario.  Mr. Kleiman noted the footprint of the plan was reduced by 11 acres.  A disagreement ensued on the interpretation of reduced build scenario.  Some members felt it should include reduced traffic, smaller build and that each phase should be severable from the last.  Mr. Kleiman stated that the project was designed to be consistent with the Reuse Plan and to support the infrastructure consistent with an Economic Development Conveyance and Smart Growth Initiatives.

Further disagreements ensued on wastewater and stormwater options with the Town of Weymouth.  Mr. Kleiman noted a DEP Administrative Consent Order limiting acceptance of flow to Weymouth’s municipal sewerage system and acknowledged the sensitive issue of stormwater peak flows in Rockland, noting that the stormwater management plan would substantially reduce peak flows, beyond DEP requirements, and would improve the present reality for Rockland.

· Confirm that wetland K does not go through box turtle nesting hibernation areas. 

· Delete the FEIR statement that there are no Northern Harrier nesting habitats on the Base.

· Confirm that the bridge crossing is not within 100’ of vernal pools 2710 and 3381.

· Correct the text to note the presence of 4 vernal pools as shown on graphic 6.2-4.

· Clarify NHESP coordinates for vernal pools on graphic 5.1-2.

· Consolidate graphic of vernal pools with wildlife habitat impacts into 5.1-2

· Confirm impacts to vernal pools #3, 19, 22, 25, 28 and 29.

Ms. Eglington, MEPA, arrived and was asked how the CAC should comment on the FEIR when they continue to receive new information after the Draft FEIR was submitted to them.  Ms. Eglington indicated she was not involved with Citizen Advisory Committees and would talk to other analysts to see how information is organized.  Regulations require the CAC to receive a draft FEIR 30 days before filing.  There is no specific mandate on how the review or comments are managed.  Ms. Eglington noted there was no grading system or formula for the FEIR.  MEPA would review in the context of what was asked in the scope and make a determination if it adequately complies.  Ms. Eglington noted that there could be additional information required as part of the permitting process, which follows the MEPA process.

Discussion ensued on the time frame for the temporary access road.  Mr. Kleiman indicated the east end of the preferred Parkway route would become the temporary access road.

The Committee reviewed the MEPA comments and responses in Section 14 and CAC comments and responses in Section 1.

Concerns were raised that if Tri-Town takes ownership of the Parkway, in the end, it would become a roadway owned by two separate Towns and that could cause great conflict.  Some Committee members indicated ownership of the Parkway was a political question and not the CAC’s purview.  

· Correct all specific table reference numbers noted in the MEPA responses.

· Information on land takings and future ownership of the Parkway was not sufficient.

· The completeness of this section was deemed inadequate.

The Committee reviewed the proponent’s responses to CAC comments.  Ms. Rome noted the comments were taken from prior minutes.

Questions were asked on the RFP for the Dept. of Energy Resources for an alternate energy study.  It was noted that the study would take several months to complete.

Questions were asked about permanent land restrictions on the golf course.  Mr. Kleiman indicated the issue would depend on what the Navy transfer process allows and how the Conservation and Management Permit is negotiated with NHESP, after the MEPA process is completed.  Mr. Kleiman noted permanent land restrictions may be requested by NHESP but that doesn’t mean LNR has to comply.  

The CAC agreed to recommend appropriate land restrictions to the Secretary based on the information received to date.  

It was noted that conditions on the transfer of Navy land goes beyond the jurisdiction of MEPA and the CAC.

VOTED:  Motion of Joseph Fisher, seconded by Joseph Shea to recommend to the Secretary that the Navy transfer of the golf course EDC parcel be conditioned with a permanent conservation restriction on the land.

11-3 Pillsbury, Young and Dykeman opposed

Discussion ensued on funding the shuttle bus service.  Mr. Kleiman noted a federal earmark established by Sen. Kennedy.  The CAC noted a commitment made by LNR to pay for the on-site shuttle service during the Master Plan/2005 Reuse Plan approval

process.

· Graphic 7.1-1 shows permanently protected forest habitat on EDC land, identify the Navy’s obstacle preventing the transfer and permanent protection of the golf course parcel.

· Identify the mechanism that will protect the golf course from becoming a 40B project

· Identify the administrator of the federal funds to mitigate the shuttle system and transit operations.

Minutes

VOTED:  Motion of Joseph Shea, seconded by Arthur Mathews, to accept the amended minutes of March 13, 2007.

13-0-1  Mr. Kimball abstained

VOTED:  Motion of Arthur Mathews, seconded by Eric Dykeman, to approve the minutes of April 26, 2007.

12-0-2 vote  Mr. Kimball and Mr. Young abstained

Next Meeting

Thursday, May 17, 2007

Tuesday, May 22, 2007

Public Comment

Mr. Galluzzo, Weymouth, voiced frustration that the Proponent provided inadequate information, with the proponent’s lack of structure for a meaningful review by the CAC and a lack of transparency with the development project in general.

Ms. Raker, Weymouth, voiced concern that the proponent was filing the FEIR prematurely and exhibiting a lack of consideration for the residents of Weymouth.

Ms. Aisling Eglington, MEPA, noted that the proponent can set their own schedule and was free to file when they see fit.  CAC does not have the ability to alter the schedule, but does have the ability to inform the Secretary that they did not receive sufficient information as requested in the Certificate, and that the CAC could continue to meet after the FEIR was filed.

VOTED:  Motion of Eric Dykeman, seconded by Joseph Shea to adjourn the meeting.

Unanimous vote

The meeting ended 9:30pm

Mary Cordeiro, Recording Secretary  
Joseph Fisher, Vice Chairman
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