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The Chairman opened the meeting at 7:10pm.

The Committee agreed to table the minutes to another meeting.

Mr. Kleiman thanked the Committee for their efforts supporting the review process and for completing a tremendous public service.

Ms. Standley gave an update on Vernal Pool mapping in relationship to the development.  Ms. Standley noted the exceptions to work proposed that was actually within 100 ft. of vernal pools or habitats and included them in the text under Rare Species and Wildlife Habitat (5.0) and Wetlands (6.0).

Wetland buffer zones have intrusion from grading work and grassland restoration work on the golf course.  Some of the Parkway work will be within the edge of wetland buffer zones but would still maintain a 50 ft. undisturbed buffer zone.  Ms. Standley stated there would be no substantial loss of upland habitat.

Concerns were raised on impacts to vernal pool species (VP 25 & 28) near commercial development.  Ms. Standley noted there were no substantial impacts to the population of the vernal pools in that area. 

Questions were raised on the status of the certification process for remaining vernal pools.  It was noted that both certified and certifiable vernal pools are protected under the wetlands protection act.  FEIR text will note that some CAC members have supporting documentation to certify some of the remaining vernal pools.

Ms. Rome reviewed the responses to CAC comments from the May 15th and 17th meetings.  Discussion ensued on PBC and EDC land at the south and east ends of the Base, the FOST conveyance schedule, the Navy’s completeness and economic feasibility review of the May 2007 EDCAA submittal for the remaining property, the terms for transfer, and conditions for permanent conservation restrictions on as much of the 1000 acres of open space as possible. 

VOTED:  Motion of Joseph Shea, seconded by Arthur Mathews, to recommend that LNR request to the Navy that the land conveyance be done in a way to permit permanent conservation restrictions (CR) of the entire golf course parcel, if not allowed, then the Proponent be required to inform the Secretary that the CR is not allowed.

7-3 vote  Dykeman, Young and Hughes opposed

It was noted that the statement that the Base did not support nesting habitats of Northern Harriers was deleted from the FEIR. 

Discussion ensued on contacts and conversations held with Town of Rockland during the FEIR process.  Mr. Kleiman agreed to provide dates and names of contacts made in Rockland into the comment/response matrix.

Discussion ensued on the lack of updates to the trail system conceptual plan filed in the DEIR and the funding source.  

The Committee requested that the Corporation notify the Towns in writing of the contact information for the SSTTDC Project Monitor, Jeff Vradenburg.

· Updated information on the trail system and funding source should be included in the Transportation (4.0) and Wetlands (6.0) sections.

· Correct second question & answer on pg. 1-15 to wildlife connectivity on north and south end of the Base, not pedestrian.

· Add question: What areas intercept connectivity along French’s Stream corridor.

· Include NAVY on notification list and the CMP in the event of a discovery of hazardous waste.

· Identify DEP’s opinion of an appropriate standard for sweeping TSS removal to determine if the proposed operation and maintenance for street sweeping is adequate.

· Include the concern that the Parkway impacts both RDA and a perennial stream/drinking water supply for Weymouth into the May 17th CAC comments.

· Confirm if the WWTP is sited in the Open Space Central Area.

· Confirm if the WWTP impacts preserved grasslands as listed on 5.1-3 graphic.

· Identify the Base wide areas for snow removal/storage.

· Correct third question and answer on pg. 1-9 to reflect discouraging, or preventing, vehicle access to Abington Street and focus traffic calming measures on areas with less wetlands.

Mr. Kleiman noted responses would be provided to the additional comments from tonight’s meeting, before filing the FEIR.

Some discussion ensued suggesting LNR look into purchasing Thompson’s Pond, abutting the Base in Abington, as a site to channel peak flow and alleviate storm water flooding events Rockland.  A note of caution was made that there was a paper street in that area leading onto the Base

Discussion ensued on a CAC cover letter to be included in FEIR submittal and for another CAC meeting.

It was agreed that the comment sheet would also include all the votes of the CAC and the Committee would meet one last time, Tuesday, May 29, 2007 @ 7:00pm and limit the agenda to finalize a cover letter and accept minutes.

The Vice Chairman noted that through the CAC review process the Committee pointed out areas that needed improvement and didn’t really focus on the areas that were done right.  

The Committee acknowledged that many areas were in fact done very well.  But it’s been frustrating to flush out issues and specifics, to give opportunity for the CAC to comment; and have those issues be incomplete, being developed depending on something else further down the road, or unable to respond because of timing issues; thus forcing the CAC process to conclude before reaching conclusions, in essence, being short circuited.  

This situation made it more difficult for the CAC to respond to the Certificate on what the Secretary envisioned.  So much work was left for further discussion, which should have been done within the MEPA process and brought to the CAC and the Community for review.  

The CAC does not have sufficient information to judge if the proponent’s comprehensive mitigation package commits to wetlands, rare species, transportation or sustainable design.

The CAC is confident that the current EOEA Secretary will review all the comments and questions raised in the Notice of Project Change and the DRAFT Environmental Impact Report, preceding this submittal.

The Chairman thanked the Committee for their efforts, the dedication to their Towns and their outstanding job.

Public Comment

Mr. Galluzzo, Weymouth, thanked the CAC and repeated his frustrations with the lack of transparency on the process and the lack of answers on many issues.

Ms. Hilbert, Weymouth, voiced frustrations with Weymouth’s representatives and with the lack of answers on many issues.

Ms. Rakers, Weymouth, thanked the CAC and voiced concern on traffic counts at Rte. 18 and West St.

VOTED:  Motion of Jim Clarke, seconded by Joseph Shea, to adjourn the meeting.

Unanimous vote

The meeting ended 8:45pm

Mary Cordeiro, Recording Secretary

Charles Kimball, Chairman

