Citizens Advisory Committee

May 3, 2006

Conference Center

Members Present:  Jim Clarke



  Bruce Hughes


 
  Joseph Shea



  Jim Kinch



  Bill Clark



  Mike Bromberg



  Mary Parsons



  Steve Kelsch



 Mary Byram



 Leslie Molyneaux



 Joseph Fisher



 Jim Young


Members Absent:  Charles Kimball



  John Stark



  Eric Dykeman

Also Present:
 Jamie Maughan, CH2M Hill



 Jack Henderson, Rizzo Associates



 Kurt Cooper, Kimley Horn Associates



 Sam Mygatt, Epsilon



 Rich Kleiman, LNR

Mr. Fisher opened the meeting at 7:17 pm.

VOTED:  Motion of Joseph Shea, seconded by Jim Kinch to accept the Minutes of April 5, 2006.

Unanimous vote

Water Supply 4.2

Mr. Henderson, Rizzo, gave a review of water supply options covering the scope of work and several preliminaries including:  screening analysis of eleven water supply alternatives, transmission alternatives, pipe route alternatives and detailed analyses of water supply alternatives, plus direct connection alternatives, MWRA dedicated line hydraulic profile, Brockton dedicated line hydraulic profile, wheeling alternatives, MWRA wheeling Quincy/Weymouth interconnection, Brockton wheeling and cost estimates, impact analysis, irrigation water pump test objectives, plans, operations, modeling, cost assessments, constructability and permitting status.  Only Brockton (Aquaria Desalination Facility) and the MWRA have a permitted capacity to meet the demands of the project and have expressed interest in supplying water to the Base.  Mr. Henderson reviewed the MWRA review process and required legislative action; the results of the pump test (noting a low yield aquifer under the Base) and the wholesale rate associated with MWRA ($1.81 per 1000 gal.) and Brockton ($6.20 per 1000 gal.) direct water transmission.  Mr. Henderson stated that Brockton was informed they were not cost competitive.

Discussion ensued on wheeling from Quincy to Weymouth, required pipe dimensions, chemical compatibility, potential to avoid tearing up roads, costs of wheeling versus straight dedicated line and the deficiencies in Quincy’s municipal system, requiring reinforcement.

Change Sithe Power Plant to Fore River Generating Plant - 4.2.3.2 MWRA – Wheeling 

Correct reference to bans on outside watering in Weymouth, there has not been a ban since 1999 - 5.4.2 Potable Water, last paragraph.

Mr. Henderson informed the Committee that volatile issues such as potential costs of electricity for pumping water, contingency construction costs and mitigation costs to build pipelines would be determined at the time of final decision.

Wastewater 4.3

Mr. Maugham summarized CH2M Hill’s four-year planning process (under DEP guidelines) that included the existing flow conditions, treatment process and alternatives for disposal options.  The existing system goes to Weymouth and then to MWRA.  Historically Navy had a treatment plant on the Base. 

Mr. Maugham reviewed the advantages and disadvantages of the alternatives examined.  The main disadvantage with off-site alternatives is no opportunity for water reuse.  Water re-use is a key component of the project’s Smart Growth objectives.  An on-site wastewater treatment facility would be designed to produce effluent (to DEP standards) for surface or groundwater discharge and was selected as the management alternative for further evaluation.  Concerns were raised about the affect of reuse water on storm events flooding French’s Stream.  Mr. Maugham indicated the wastewater system would be designed to hold the full capacity (1.3M gal.) and that the storm water management’s net flow would be less than it is now.  French’s Stream is already impaired and efforts to improve the ecology will include temperature stabilization and high-level treatment of surface water, through wetlands, before bleeding into the stream at a number of spots.   

Concerns were raised on the ability of the golf course to sustain or accept flows and interact with wastewater operators.  Mr. Maugham stated more detailed analysis was being conducted on designing the golf holding pond, and on measuring ground water, perc testing and putting a line to the north end of the Base for industrial use.  Mr. Kleiman noted the Golf Designer would make a presentation to the CAC at a future meeting.  Discussion ensued on the elements needing reuse water (golf course, bio-tech industries and open spaces). 

Add data on the feasibility of providing capacity to treat wastewater, as a backup, for the Towns in the DEIR.

Show the 10-acre wetland area for surface discharge on a map.

Stormwater 5.7

Mr. Cooper reviewed existing stormwater conditions, noting the Base was split into 3 drainage basins that route runoff to four outfalls. Mr. Cooper stated that stormwater would be discharged at lower rates than exists today.  The 100 yr. Flood elevation was established from updated topographic information.  The next meeting will cover Stormwater impacts and details on the best management practices for swales and enhancement features.

Open Space 5.11

Mr. Kleiman reviewed existing conditions, impacts and mitigation, and the proposed Amenity plan of passive and active recreation.  Mr. Kleiman noted the primary natural resources including upland forest, grasslands, fields and wetlands.  Most of the wetland areas border French’s Stream and the Old Swamp River.  

The Navy had cut a number of service roads through the natural resource areas for security purposes.  

Mr. Kleiman stated rare species protection was still in process with NHESP.

Discussion ensued on protecting the open space land in perpetuity in the EDC area.  Committee members disagreed with designating vegetated strips, pathways and land between commercial buildings as open space.  Further discussion ensued on when the remaining PBC land would transfer.  It was noted that the Navy would decide what land is available for the next transfer.

Include the 2003 PBC map showing land conveyance in the DEIR.

Concerns were raised on the issue of public safety protection related to recreational activities.  Mr. Kleiman noted that the Corporation would establish public safety and emergency services.

Include statement in DEIR that plans for the Base will incorporate public safety coverage of the facilities.

Concerns were raised that the golf course was not protected in perpetuity and Mr. Kleiman indicated the Zoning and Land Use By-Laws, controlled by the three Towns, in total, permanently protected the golf course.  All development must fit within the existing zoning approved by the Towns.

Concerns were raised on who would maintain trails and public safety after the Corporation dissolved.  It was noted that the Corporation would have a series of meetings with Police, Fire and emergency provider services to enter into an intermunicipal agreement.  The Committee requested that language be included in the DEIR that referenced this intermunicipal agreement.  Mr. Kleiman stated it was not appropriate to discuss that issue in the Environmental Impact Report.  

Differentiate between the protected open spaces and the general open spaces, and the public park areas versus non-public park areas in the DEIR.

Identify the number of acres that make up the land between commercial buildings, vegetated strips, roadway margins, sidewalks and non-public parks.

Take out the canoe launch, there’s no place to go, it’s misleading.

Identify the amount of habitat land being displaced for the golf course.

Identify the species impacted.

Provide more information on the area considered an overlook.

Public Comment

Mr. Scannell, Weymouth, voiced concern with conveying water to the Base by wheeling MWRA water through Weymouth’s municipal system.  Mr. Mygatt noted the wheeling option was not considered a viable alternative from a cost and technical perspective as compared to a direct pipeline connection.  Mr. Scannell asked for justification on 65gpd for planning water use on the Base.  Mr. Kleiman stated that the figure was required by the State for planning purposes.

Mr. Galluzzo, Weymouth, voiced concern that the Corporation was drilling test wells in Weymouth wetlands without permits from Weymouth Conservation Committee.  Mr. Young stated that the Corporation received all required approvals on the pump text from both Weymouth and Abington Conservation Commissions.  Mr. Galluzzo inquired what guarantee would Weymouth have that the wastewater treatment facility would not pollute Weymouth’s Municipal water system.  Mr. Maughan explained that State and EPA wastewater treatment permits stipulate effluent must be tested daily and reported weekly to those state agencies.  Mr. Young indicated the treatment plant location was outside the basin of Weymouth’s water supply.

Ms. Madden, MHD, inquired on the timing of the water main connection on Rte. 37 and 18 and was informed of a 2008 timeframe for construction.

Mr. Matthews, WTC, voiced concern on the absence of any language on solid discharge or a contingency plan in case of a power failure in the wastewater alternatives examined.  The Committee agreed that a power failure contingency plan was needed.

VOTED:  Motion of Joseph Shea, seconded by Jim Kinch to adjourn the meeting.

Unanimous vote

The meeting ended 10:00pm

Mary Cordeiro, Recording Secretary
Charles Kimball, Chairman CAC

PAGE  
1
May 3, 2006


