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Mr. Hall presented the connectivity improvements on the East side of the Parkway at Weymouth St. and Hingham St. intersections, right-of-way impacts at Weymouth St., (Rockland) Hingham St. (Rockland) and Rte.139 (Abington) intersections.

Concerns were raised that the recent improvements to Rte.18 at the intersection of Rte.139 did not work in reality.  Traffic on Rte.139 got worse.  Mr. Hall noted that the Abington Town Planner, Dan Crane, was contacted and involved in the plans for improvements to the east and west sides of the Rte.139/18 intersection.

Discussion ensued on how the improvements to the Rte. 3 southbound ramps would actually help traffic.    Mr. Hall explained that the big demand for left turns, at that location, would be relieved by the extra left turn lane, causing shorter time at the signal, and accommodating more traffic from the Base.

Concerns were raised on forcing traffic into one lane before the traffic light at Commerce Rd.

Mr. Hall stated that most intersections with a left turn pocket push vehicles over to the right in order to make a conscious decision to peel off into the left turn lane.

It was noted that a truck hit a young child in a residential area located on the curve on Pond St.  Mr. Hall stated the roadway would be designed for safe transition from two lanes down to one.

Further discussion ensued on assisting businesses that may need replacement parking due land takings.  Mr. Hall noted that right-of-way details were still a work in progress.

The Committee voiced frustration that they are unable to provide proper comments to the Secretary because they did not have sufficient information on issues noted in the Certificate.  Some members felt that all presentations should have been completed before filing the draft FIER with the Committee.

Mr. Kleiman noted that details on right-of-way impacts would be worked out with MassHighway, the Agency that does land takings, and that the purpose of the draft FEIR was to get the Committee’s comments, compile the responses and file them with the document.  

Mr. Kleiman further stated that executing a Memorandum of Understanding with MassHighway requires a completed MEPA process, which initiates the permitting process.

· Identify the schedule for monitoring traffic demand mitigation on a regular basis to see if the improvements are working out.

· Identify the impacts of the MBTA parking lot on abutting driveways and parking lots.

· Identify all traffic mitigation impacts associated with the project and identify the party responsible.

Mr. Begin reviewed the improvements to the South Weymouth Station including the bridge over the rail line, access, egress, parking and the relocated station platform.   Discussions are ongoing with MBTA on bus connections to off-site locations.  

Mr. Begin reviewed the projections on daily transit trips by phase, percent of transit trips by mode and access to the commuter rail from 2011 to 2017, noting significant increases by Phase 2.

Further discussion ensued on the roundabout.  Mr. Kleiman indicated it was not required, that signalization was also an option, and that MassHighway data indicates roundabouts are far safer (and smaller) than rotaries.  Mr. Hall stated that Massachusetts lags behind the rest of the country on utilizing roundabouts as a traffic-calming tool that process more vehicles with no conflicts and no need to stop.  MassHighway sees this project as an opportunity to show success, for other roundabout facilities in the State.

· Identify an improved snow management program for the MBTA parking lot that allows utilization of all parking spaces.

· Provide better shelter from inclement weather on the station platform.

Mr. Hall reviewed  the Transportation Demand Management plan, including the establishment of a Transportation Management Association, to support and promote transit use, carpooling and  pedestrian/bicycle facilities and also noted that traffic monitoring was adjusted from every three years to every other year.

· Provide off-site public transit service for commuters in the surrounding communities to get to the South Weymouth Station.

· Provide regional connections in addition to the Braintree Red Line, to South Shore Hospital, Greenbush Line, satellite parking lots and other connections outside the Base.

· Provide a mechanism to survey off-site residents transit needs.

· Consider a partnership with Mass Ride.

· Inform MBTA that public transit in this densely populated suburban area needs city level services.

· Identify efforts to coordinate bike paths with the surrounding Towns to access the Base and the Parkway.

· Make every effort to learn the needs of the impacted Businesses, as soon as possible, and help them prepare for land takings.

Discussion ensued on other development in areas beyond the Base, monitoring it as development moves forward and getting a commitment from LNR to advocate for the State to allow some flexibility to the surrounding towns to install their own traffic mitigation as they see necessary including truck restrictions or designating a one-way street.  

Mr. Kleiman stated LNR would commit, in writing, to heavily advocate for the Towns, but could not promise success.  

Mr. Hall noted that a really good traffic-calming program could be implememented without State involvement.  

Ms. Rome noted that the MEPA process makes it incumbent upon any future developer to include the Base development into their mitigation analysis.

Discussion ensued on off-site bicycle access to the Base.  Mr. Hall noted that Rte. 18 improvements included wide shoulders for bike passage and that bike connections would be at both ends of the Parkway.  

The Committee agreed to an additional meeting next week.

Tuesday, May 15th
Thursday, May 17th
Tuesday, May 22nd
Public Comment

Mr. Galluzzo, Weymouth, reported on his discussion with DEP regarding LNR’s permits to demolish the north end of the runway, questioned the conditional approval, and requested the daily work reports and the identity of the contractor and on-site inspector.  Mr. Kleiman stated that, via the Phase 1A waiver, all required permits were in place, that all permits and data were on file with DEP and that the DEP file was available to the public.

Ms. Raker, Weymouth, voiced frustration that the CAC didn’t have answers to all their questions and that the public was not allowed to receive the ‘hand-outs’ reviewed at the meeting.

Ms. Hilbert, Weymouth, also requested copy of the ‘hand-outs’, questioned how to ensure that the property owners would be fairly compensated for the land takings and inquired if Weymouth’s MTBA assessment would increase (from $1M) to cover the costs of the South Weymouth Station improvements.  

CAC members noted that their review takes place before the public receives the document, that the public was allowed to observe the review process, that the intent of the MEPA/EIR process was to get information to this Committee (only) and, after CAC review, to the public.  

It was also noted that legal standards apply to land takings, that the Courts do not hesitate to ensure appropriate compensation and that the public’s questions were very good and deserved answers from their Elected Officials, but not from the CAC.

Some members requested to the Chairman that, due to the CAC’s concentrated focus on a lot of specific details, ground rules should be in effect, not to distract the Committee with issues not germane to the review/comment process, that the CAC is not a political forum.

Mr. Kleiman stated federal money would be used for rail system improvements with no assessments to the Town of Weymouth.

Discussion ensued on sending the Draft FEIR to Aisling Eglington and asking her to attend the next CAC meeting to discuss how the Committee should respond to deficiencies on some of the information required in the certificate.  

VOTED:  Motion of Joseph Shea, seconded by Mike Bromberg to request Aisling Eglington or a representative from MEPA to attend the next meeting to discuss EIR/CAC procedures.

Unanimous vote

Mrs. Parsons showed the committee pictures of recent flood conditions on and off the Base in Rockland, noting these were yearly events. 

VOTED:  Motion of James Clarke, seconded by Joseph Shea to adjourn the meeting.

Unanimous vote

The meeting ended 9:30pm
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