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The Chairman opened the meeting at 6:15pm.  

Minutes

Amendments were made to the minutes.

VOTED:  Motion of Joseph Shea, seconded by Arthur Mathews to approve the minutes of July 12, 2006 as amended.

11-0-1 vote  Mr. Fisher abstained.

Mr. Fancher thanked the Committee for their due diligence and noted that their working document is always available in the Corporation’s office and at the CAC meetings for public review.  

Mr. Fancher also noted that a public hearing on the final chapters of the Regulatory Framework would take place on August 8th and that public copies were available now.  

Wastewater Management

Mr. Maughan gave an overview of the alternatives, noting that the preferred onsite option was to build a hybrid treatment plant on the Base to take effluent into a ground water discharge system with high-level treatment for surface water discharge – for the greatest environmental benefit.  Reclaimed water will be used for irrigation and industrial use and excess water would be diverted to groundwater recharge.  Mr. Maughan described the process of the membrane bioreactor process for biological treatment, solids separation, nutrient removal and filtration of wastewater.  Culverts towards the center of French’s Stream will be day-lighted, the banks will be sloped and permeable soils will be used to replace on each side of the stream for water infiltration.  Discussions continue with DEP on the water reclamation facility and groundwater recharge system.  The site will be located to avoid sensitive receptors (wetlands & wildlife habitat) and to be compatible with the land use.  The reclamation system and the soils will treat odors, all tanks will be enclosed in a building, a monitoring system will track ground water quality and detention basins will reduce flooding.

Discussion ensued on the concept of ground water and surface water discharge.  Mr. Maughan indicated 12 plants exist with this new technology.  Further discussion ensued on storm events and the affect on the streambed.  Mr. Maughan indicated that during a storm event, effluent would not enter the stream until there was a reduction in flow.  The effluent would stay in the ground during high flow periods and would discharge during low flow periods. The replacement soils around the stream would allow surface water to percolate, rather than runoff.  Mr. Maughan noted there were no plans for storage of solid waste on the Base and that permeable soils and sand on the Base would be optimized for reuse around the streambeds and if necessary off site soils would be explored.

Concerns were raised with pipes filling with sand, high water tables, saturated leaching fields, water quantity during storm events and water temperature affecting the ecology of French’s Stream.  Mr. Maughan noted that reclaimed water could stay in the ground for weeks, it would take on a natural temperature, it would improve water quality to benefit all species, it would significantly reduce the flow into French’s Stream compared to existing conditions and would also supply irrigation water to the golf course and cooling water to the industrial area on the north end of the Base.

Concerns were raised on the effect the Biotech industries would have discharging their effluent into the reclaimed system and the affect on reclaimed water when the ground is fully saturated.  Mr. Maughan stated there would be specific sewer use ordinances for all categories of development.  The Biotech industry would be required to sterilize their effluent before it’s discharged into the system, that poor soil will be replaced with permeable soils that will drain rather than saturate around the stream.  A 16-foot slope of permeable soil will surround the stream.  Ground water would probably surface on the golf course during a 100-year storm event.

Concerns were raised on the affect of high manganese and iron in sandy soils.  Mr. Maughan noted that some natural iron is very effective in removing phosphorous from the soil and will accomplish some polishing in addition to the high level treatments to the ground water system.

Inquiries were made as to who would operate the plant.  Mr. Maughan indicated it would be a Tri-Town facility operated by a certified licensed operator.

Inquiries were made to the storage capacity of the new soil during peak flow periods.  Mr. Maughan indicated it would average 15M gallons over a 16-day period and that the calculated flow during a 100-year storm event could be 450 MGD.

Mr. Maughan noted that soil borings testing has been approved by the NAVY.

Install Flow Meters at the Plant to monitor the water discharged into the stream.

Identify the calculated flow during a 100-year storm event and the storage capacity of the replacement soils.

Wetland Resources

Mr. Dennis reviewed wetland impacts from existing conditions and development of the parkway and the golf course; and noted that the Army Corps of Engineers has issued a jurisdictional determination on four (4) locations of isolated wetlands, to be regulated under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.

Mr. Dennis reviewed the design measures incorporated in the Parkway to minimize impacts to wetland and wildlife resources, the existing disturbed areas to be converted to wetlands and tied into perennial streams; and the culverts being day-lighted on French’s Stream.

Concerns were raised on replication activities near the east corner vernal pools.  Mr. Dennis indicated that the culvert near the pool would be left as is and that the endangered species, upland habitats and vernal pools on the east side of the Base have been factored into the replication process.

Rare Species

Ms. Standley addressed potential impacts on wildlife habitats and communities including grasslands, forest, wetlands, uplands and aquatic species; both state listed and those not subject to state or federal regulatory protection programs.   Development will have the most impact on the Grasslands.  Areas occupied by state listed species will be avoided, except in the grasslands in the north part of the Base.  Riverbank habitats will be restored.  Natural Heritage is collaborating on the Parkway design to minimize and mitigate impacts to turtles including dry culverts to enhance turtle (and large animal) movement.  Turtle breeding habitats will be enhanced in three different locations.

The golf course will be designed to leave the center grassland intact, the clubhouse and maintenance facility will be consolidated in one place and Taxiway Charlie will be turned back to grassland.  The grasslands will be placed under permanent conservation restrictions.  Golf course construction will not occur during breeding and nesting season.

LNR is negotiating with Natural Heritage for funding to purchase and manage additional land to support endangered species habitats.  

Concerns were raised with people roaming the golf course near habitat areas that are presently undisturbed. 

Concerns were raised that Natural Heritage didn’t have all vernal pools listed in their GIS database.  Mr. Kleiman noted LNR would welcome any vernal pool information and GIS location to be transferred onto one graphic.

Concerns were raised on the impact of housing development on the east end of the Base.  Ms. Standley indicated that the east side clusters of residential development were still being negotiated with Natural Heritage.    There are no plans to move the turtles during construction, however, work zones will be fenced in and prior to the start of work, turtles, found within the fenced area, will be relocated to an adjacent habitat.  

Inquiries were made if local towns were contacted on offsite species mitigations.  Ms. Standley noted Natural Heritage alone would determine mitigation, as their concern was the net benefit to the species within the Commonwealth.

It was suggested that signs be installed on the golf course to protect nesting areas.  Ms. Standley stated that signs would be installed and that educational materials would be available in the clubhouse for a broader application.

It was noted that if nothing happens on the Base that all grassland would evolve into forestland.

Inquiries were made if the local communities could request priority treatment in Natural Heritage funding program to support endangered species.  Ms. Standley stated that Natural Heritage was focused on the species on the Base and that populations of these species do not occur in the surrounding towns.

Mr. Bromberg strongly urged that the residential development planned on the East end of the base be removed.

· Consider all grassland as potential habitat areas.

· Account for all lost grassland in impact calculations.

· Confirm that 75’ long dry culverts can provide sufficient daylight for box turtles.

· Confirm that the dry culverts will not create a flooding condition for box turtles.

· Get clarification from Natural Heritage on Land Trust vs. Conservation restrictions as a legal mechanism for permanent protection of grasslands.

· Make correction in 6.9.2.4 (pg. 7) Eastern Box Turtle… population is already somewhat isolated by Weymouth Street, Abington Street…  - Change Abington Street to Sharp Street.

· Provide the CAC with a revised map of all vernal pools before submitting to MEPA.

Water Supply Well

Mr. Henderson updated the water well testing effort, modeling and investigation program, noting it would be for irrigation water supply.  Water quality includes normal ranges of iron and manganese, for ground water supply in New England.  Modeling indicates no adverse affects to wetlands, stream flow or contamination sites.  DEP review of modeling is pending.  It is anticipated that the well is adequate to meet the irrigation needs of the golf course.  Mr. Kleiman noted that reuse water will be used as the first source for irrigating the golf course and the well would be a secondary supply.  There is no intent for the well to be a potable water supply.  The well is 45 ft. deep and into bedrock at that point.

Mr. Henderson stated that drawing water from the well does not impact the West Gate Landfill and the water is monitored for any possible migration of contaminants.  Water pumped to the irrigation pond would be aerated and allows the iron and manganese to settle out in the pond.

Discussion ensued on September meeting dates.  The Final DEIR will be provided to CAC at the end of August along with MHD traffic data, with the intent to file with MEPA on Oct. 2nd.  The first three Wednesdays, Sept. 6, 13 and 20 were scheduled for 7:00pm.

Sub Committee Review

Discussion ensued on sub committee review versus full committee review of the Final DEIR.  A consensus of the Committee felt the full committee has been very effective giving comments.  

VOTED:  Motion of Les Molyneaux, seconded by Bruce Hughes to continue as a whole committee and not use a subcommittee review at the present time.

Unanimous vote

Public Comment

Ms. Raker, Weymouth, voiced criticism on the wastewater presentation.

Ms. Hilbert, Weymouth, voiced criticism that the newspaper reporters attend CAC meetings and never report the information.

Mr. Galluzzo, Weymouth, requested confirmation on the thickness of the runways and inquired the number of acres to be used for drainage and if it would drain the entire Base.  Mr. Maughan indicated the wastewater recharge system would cover approximately 20 acres and that it was intended to handle 1.3MGD.  There is also a stormwater management system exclusive of reclaimed wastewater.

Mr. Galluzzo and Mr. Scannell voiced criticism that DEIR materials, under review by the CAC, are not being distributed to the public.

Mr. Scannell, Weymouth, voiced criticism that contamination issues are not sufficiently discussed or factored into the development plans.

Mr. Leary, Weymouth Town Council, voiced criticism that topics such as distribution of income to the towns, potential jobs and efforts to attract industry to the Base have not been discussed.

VOTED:  Motion of Eric Dykeman, seconded by Les Molyneaux to adjourn the meeting.

Unanimous vote

The meeting ended 9:30pm

Mary Cordeiro, Recording Secretary     
Charles Kimball, Chairman CAC
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